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National party to remove or rednce the duty
v all agrienltural implements and requive-
wents,

Beeing that the a,cting Premier sent that tele- .

gram, I think that even if they hawve no sym-

pathisers in the Governments in the Eastern.

States, if there is anything the Government
can de to help cur Federal members to com-
bat this position in regard to the tariff on
supplies, tools and machinery, used in the pri-

mary indunstries, they should leave me stone.

vnturned te do it and achieve the objeet of
securing au amelioration in- that direction.
In reading in the ‘‘Banking Record,’’ the
leading Anmnstralian financial journal, the re-
view of the “‘economic consequences of
peace,’’ written, by J. M. Keynes, T was

struck by the great contrast between us in .

Anstralid and the people ‘in European coun-
tries and the enormously inflated eurrencies
of these Eurupeau countries, France, by no
means the worst off of the humpean coun-
tries, ia to-day faced with an annual expendi-
ture of something like 800 millions sterling,
and from her variovns sources of taxation she
cannot receive half of that amount to meet
the position. We can therefore hardly wonder
that the French say, ‘“We must have an in-
demnity from Germany. - What else can we
do.’’ France is not able within more than
about 50 per cent of her resources to meet
her ‘expenditure of 800 million pounds. In
view of this fact we have much to be thank-
ful for. Although we have a deficit I have
absolute confilentée in the future of Western
Australia, because of the people that are in
it. T rejoice that we are in our present posi-
tion, and although it is so favourable I still
contend that. the Government should introduce
what economies they can.

On motion’ by Houn. T. Moore, debate ad-
Journed

Hﬂu.s's adyoena-ned at 8.35 pan.
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The SPEAKER teok the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

[ASSEMBLY.|

QUESTION-MINING REQUISITES,

Mr, HUDBON asked the Premier: 1, Has
appiieation been made to bim to have mmmg
requisites declared: “*necessary commodities®”
under the Prices Regulation Act? 2, If so,
Whon‘l 3, Have such requisites been dee]a.red

““recessary eommodities’’ under the - Act?
4, I{ not, why unot?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, 15t-h
Janoary, 1920. 3, Yes. ‘“Tools of trade,’”
gazetted Sth Janvary, 1920; -*‘Explogives’”
gazetted 26th March, 1920. '

QUESTION-—HOE PRINTING MACHINE.

Mr. CHESSON asked the Minister for.
Railways: 1, Was the Hoe rotary printing
machine a.dt'eltlsed for sale in the “Gov-
ernment Gazette’”? 2, What othéer papers
and journals was the machine advertised
for sale in, and date of advertisements?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No, as the ' ‘ Government Gazette'”
is not emlsnlered a good mediom for such ad- -
verfisements, * 2, ‘“West Aastralian,’’ 17th.
to 23rd Septewmber, 1912, inclusive; “Sundgy
Times,’” 23rd Septelnbel 1912; ‘‘Ralgoorlie
’\fmer 17 19th to 25th Septembel, 1912, in-
L.Iusue “ Adelaide Register,’’ 24th, 25th

and 96'[:]_\__ ‘September, 1912; "‘Aﬂe]mde Ad*

vertiser,’’ %5th, 26th, and 27th September,
1612, t4 Melborirne A.ge ? 24th, 25th, and
26th Septemher 1912; “* Melbourne Argus,”
23rd, 24th, and 25th September 19125 ¢ Mel-
botrne Mm.mg Standard,’’ 26th September,
1912; ¢‘Sydney Mnrmng Herald,’’ 24th,
Zﬁth, and 28th September, 1912; “Sydney
Daily Telegraph,’’ 24th, 25th, and 28th Sep-
tember, 1915; “anbane Cuuner 72 -26th,
27th, and :.Sth Septémber, 1912.

Mr. Jones: All 1912,

QUES TION—LOYAL CIT IZENS ' MEET-
: ING.

M_'l' 'V]ZBYARD asked the Prelmer 1,
Is he aware that one Michael O’Dea, under-
taker and a. justice of the peace for Perth,
did organisc and lead a party of disloyal
citizens, last Sunday afternoon, into a meet-
ing being held in the Queen’s Hall, consist-
ing of loyal citizens of Perth, with the ob-
ject of disturbing the peace and harmony of
such meeting; Cr. J. T. Franklin acting
Mayor, presiding? 2, If not, will he eause
full inquiries to be made into the question?
3, When Mr. O'Dea accepted the commission
of the Peace, did he swbseribe to the oath of
allegiance to His Majesty the King? 4, If
the facts are as alleged, is it not necessary
that -holders of such commissions, acting in
such a manner, should be requested to forfeit
same? 5, 1f not, what would be the condi-
iions mnecessary to request the forfeiture of

same?
The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes.
3, Yes, 4, Yea. 5 Answered by No. 4.
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QUESTION—OIL PROSPLCTING
REGULATIONS

Mr:SMITH asked the Minister for Mines:-
1, ‘Have any regulations been. formulated
speclfymg the conditions for prospectmg for
and wmkmg mineral oil deposits in "Western
Australia? If so, whén will sueh vegula-
tions be gazetted so that- holders of areas
may be justifiedl in spendmg money in pros-
pectmg9

. The \IINISTLR I'UR MINES replied:
‘1, No. But permits aré issued with eondi-
'tlon_s attaching which the holder is required
to fulfil.
mit holders have not in the past known what
title they would e\entually acquire, and in
this direction a Bill is being drafted ‘making
full provigion for a title and will be intro-
duced this sesion,

¢

Q‘UT‘STIO\—WORKERS" COMPENSA—
. TION ACT.

Mr. MUNBIE asked the Premier: 1 What
amount was in the fund established by the
‘Governmient in connection with the Workers’
‘Compensation Act at the 30th June, 19203
2, Are the Government still paying- the per-
centage into the fund as when established?

The PREMIER replied: 1, £38,26¢ 2s. 9d.

. 2, Each department is paymg a premmm into.

l:he fund based on the seale laid down by the
Government A.c{ms.ry L

QUES’I‘.[ON—ST ATE CHILDREN AND
CHARITIES. DEPARTMENT,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (without notice)
-psked the Premier: 1, Have the (overnment
received the final 1eport of the Royal Com-
mission on State “Children and Charities De-
partment? 2, If not, will the Government
request the Commissioners to forward their
final report at an early date?

The PREMIER replied: 1 No. 2, Yes.’

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.

Mr. SPEAEER: T desire to inform the
House that :I bave appointed as temporary
Chairmen of Committees the hon. member
for Hannans (Mr. Munsie) and the hon.
member for Leonora (Mr. Foley).

ADDRESS IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day
Debate resumed from the previons day

© Mr. CHESSON (Cuve) [4.43]: T do not
intend to take up muech -of the time of the
House in rlealmg with the Address-in-reply.
The only subject in the Governor’s Speech to
which I wish to refer is that relating to min-
ing. I notice that there are pessimistic re-
.marks with reference to the degrease in the
geld output, hot T realise that there comes a

2, The difficulty has been that per-

time in the life of every mire when it -will
not pay to work it, especially if development
has not been kept “well ahead when the mine
was o0 the dividend-pdying Jist. As mines
‘get deeper, so the handling charges increase,
egpecially if. the main shafts have not heen
kept' well ahead of the shoot. of gold, We all
-realise what bas happened in the gold-mining
industry in all the Bastern States. The out-
put has decreased, due in many iustances to
had “management, and in other instances to
the fact that development has not been kept
well ahead. We al] know that in Western
Australin we have an auriferous belt of
greater -oxtent than auy other “State of the
Cemmonweaith. We know that there will
come a  time when the deep mines at
present working will no longer pay to
work, .and . it behoves the Government
to do everything possible to assist the
prospector to go out and open up
new fields and fresh mines. We have already
had experience in the Bastern States of what
is mow oceurring -in the gold-mining districts
of Western Australia. When a deep mine
.becomes very deep, and the main shaft has
not been ‘kept well ahead, a-stage is reached
wlien it no longer pays to work' the mine.
Therefore every encouragement should he
.given fo prospectors to- ﬁnd and develep new
mines, which mean new fields and in all prob-
ability the maintenance of the gold output of
Western Australia. Theve is something that
can be done to help the prospector in connee-
tion with.the State battery system. Better
terms could be given for the treatment of
ore. In the case of cyanide sands the pre-
sent prachce ig to deduct three pennywelghta
from the assay. T contend that vleduction is
‘toc great. T have had experience of eyanide
sands, and I know that in dealing with them,
-or with non-refractory ore, ohe has only half
a pennyweight, or 2s, left in the sands
treated. Now, 1s. 63, will eover all charges,
and 21, 64. m.]lpa.y the cost of labour. Thatis
to say, 5s. will. cover the whole cost of oy~

- anide treatment sud leave a fair margin,

Two pennyweights, therefore, will allow the .
Government a fair margin, and enable them
to ‘pay the men employed in the ecyanide
works £1 per day. ‘Tailings arg being
treated on the Murchison fow at a eost of
8s. 6d. per ton, so that the deduction of two
-peunyweights which I suggest would he
ample, I admit. that refractory ore is a
different proposition. But the ores of Cue
and of the greater portion of the Murchison
district are not refractory. Then there is
the 25 per cent, deduction for moisture. That
is too much. On -a quartz preposition 10 per
cent. would he quite enough, though in a
sliming. propesition the <edvetion might be
20 per cent. The matier should be left en-
‘tirely in the hands of the manager.

The Minister for Mines: Do you mean,

in the hands of-the manager of each State
battery? ’

Mr. CHESSON: Yes.
The Minister for Mines: And the charges

should be based on the cnst of the par-
ticular battery?
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_Mr. CHESSON: The manaﬁer is in & po-
‘8itign fo tell by looking at ore whether it

is a eyaniding proposition or is the ordinary -

non-refractory ore.. He ean tell at a glance

whether he ahonld deduet 10 per cent. lor -

1moigture, of 20 per cent. The gquestion of
deduction for moisture should he left en-
tirely in the hands of each battery manager,
Another matter in which help should  be
given by the Government is the supply of
explosives. Either explosives should be mann-
-factured in this State, or ‘the Govermment
should take on their importation and seil
to the mines at cost price. We kuow what.
happens in outback places in this connee-
tion. The prospector cannot buy in a big
way like the big company, and thercforc he
caunot buy so cheaply. In pre-war days the
cost of dynamite was £2 5s. per case; now
it is £3 10s. Detonators, previonsly costing
4s. Gd., now cost 9s. 6d. Fuse, which for-
merly cost 434d., now costs 1s. 3d. As re-
gards dynamite, the small: man buys not by
the ease, but by thé packet, and he has to
pay Ys. a packet. The Governmeut should
handle the supply of dynamite. If they are
not in a position te maanfacture it, they
should import it and give the samc tresit-
ment to the amall man as to the big man,
Asgigtance should also be given to the pros-
pector by providing him with tornouts, that
is to say ecamels, horses, and so forth. 1
give the Mines Department credit tér deing
a good deal to assist the prospector, but
further assistance is urgently nceded, especi-
ally as regards eaplosives. When a prospec-
tor finds a payable lode, the Government
should be prepared to assist him.r They
should sample the lede, and should be pre-
pared to advance up to 50 per cent. of the
value in the same way as they do with re
gard to copper. That would give the pros-
peetor an opportinity to develop his lede until
.such time as the ereetion of a mill was war-
ranted,
gisted with regard to metaliferous mines.
On this subject T desire to read a quotation
from the ‘‘Murchison Times.’’ The article
is headed ‘‘Departmental callousness,’’- and
reads as follows:—

Some years ago a pareel of wolfram

- was taken from a show in the ‘Coodardy
district by H. Paton and his mate, which

paid them well” for the quantity broken. -

But “the lode did not continue with pay-
able values and work was stopped. Later
on tin, meolybdenite, sheelite, ete., were
located but wnot in permanent payable
quantities, About two months ago Messrs,
8, Holden, Crawford and party com-
menced prospecting again in this locality
—Colling’ Soak, near Coodardy, about 20
miles west of Cuddingwarra and 30 miles
from Cue. The party has found wolfram
and other minerals and are now on a lode
of what appears to be very good wolfram
and a quanntity of the ore has been
broken. To obtain the commerecial value of
this ore” several samples were sent to the
Government Geclogist throngh Mr. H. 0. Al-

for five samples or over, £4¢ d4s.;

The prospector is not being as-_

luin, and the following reply has been re-
ceived :— " Sir,—Your letter of the 26th
nlt. addressed to the Mines Department, to-
gether with samples of minerals for assay
has been transmitted to this office. A
copy ‘of the regulations governing Depart-
mental assays is enclosed herewith for
your information and goidance, The
neces'ary fees under the regulations for
the assays required by you will be:—S8ix
samples of Tungstic acid at 35s.. each,
£10 10s.; six samples molyhdenite at 33k,
each, £10 10a.; total £21; less 20 per cent.
total
£16 1€s. I shall e glad to receive your
cheane for the above amount, ON RT-
CEIPT OF WHICH THE WORK WILL
BE PUT IN HAND and a report for-
warded to yon in due course.—Yours,
ete., A. GIBB MAITLAND, Govern-
ment Geologist,”'—The capitals are ours
just to em-hasise the faet that until the
charges of the Depaitment have -been met
very little assistance will be given to the
battling prospector by the Governmeni—
and how many of these diggers can find
several guineas in order’to have their dis-
coveries assayed?  For the Government
it is a ‘‘heads you lese, tails T win’' pro-
position, and under this system it iz a
wonder that the Government has aecumu-

. lated sueh a big deficit, leading one To

think that the debt has grown in other-
parts than the goldficlds. If the prospee-
tors’ samples are top value the Govern-
ment reaps the benefit acerving from new
mines and fields, but if the samples prove
failures then the prospector bears the
burden, and, what is more, has to produce
his ecash before he can even get a hearing.
TUnder the above scale of charges how
is it possible for the prospector without
eapital (and if he had capital he would
not be prospecting) to pay? Most of them
are prepared to pay a reasonable charge
for sampling, but cannot look at 35s. a
time. The ‘Government has often stated
its eagerness and willingness to assist and
enconrage prospecting in the State. Such
instances as the above, which is only one of
a few, do not help the battlers very muck
and will not assist the mining industry or
enconrage men to open up the back coun-
try. The Department should treat the
samples free of charge and the geologist
give the men as much knowledge as pos-
sible to help in their search for the min-
erals which will again bring prosperity to
the State. The newly-formed local Pros-
pectors’ Association could take this mat-
ter in hand and put the case (and pos-
sibly other similar ones) before the Min-
ister for Mines, who, by the way, is on an-
other trip to “the Eastern fields. There is
much advice, waiting' to be given to the
Minister when he visits the Murchison and
#f he is genwinely sympathetic ~towards
the prospectors of this distriect he will
ecome at once and aecept it instead of
dancing attendance on men who are miuch
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~more able to look after their own interests
th&n we are,

This is a matter whick certainly should re-
eeive consideration, In dealing with metal-
iferous propositions the prospector should at
least get free assays. Assuredly sueh prices
as I have quoted should net be put on him:
I am in a position to say that the men re-
ferred te 4dre good, gennine prospectors,
and that they have prospected not only the
Murchison, but also other parts of the
State, They are entitled to every considera-
tion. They are the kind of men whom we
want to keep prospecting if possible, The
young man now growing up is mostly a
wages man,- and it is the old prospector to
whom*weg lave to look for the opeuning
of the new fields. I do not think that the
treatment meted ont by the Mines Deparf-
ment in thig instance is fair, 1 agrée with
the leader of the Opposition that the inter-
ests of labour and those of capital are dia-
metrically opposed, and that there is a class
war now in progress. The workers have to
fight, either by direet aetion or by pubting
up a case in the Arbitration Court, for
everything thiey receive. We men who have
Lad experience of wmining and outback
koow that the mine owner, like the factory
proprietor, is not prepared to give better
conditions to the worker unless he is com-
pelled to do so. Even when legisiation for
the benefit of the miners has been placed
on the statute bool, the secretaries of the
miners’ uniops have to bring that legisla-
tion te the notice of the inspectors 6f mines
in order to secure its obdervance. Every-
thing that we receive we have to fight for.
We know that a number of men bave heen
stricken down 4in mines through miner’s
Have we ¢ver received any assist-
ance for these men or their dependants
from - the mine owners? No. The assist-
ance has always come from the workers. T
agrea that there is at the present tiine a
elass war and with what the leader of the
Opposition says that labour and capital are
diametrically opposed. I remember in .New
South Wales in the eighties, when the big

coal mining strikes were taking place, the.

workers at that time were endeavouring to
get a little more for what they produced,
and the companies who had big contracts
with the steamship owners were out to eut
down the men in every instanece. When
their contracts expired they -put up a notice
that on or aboui a dertain date a reduwction
would take place in the hewing price of
coal. When the companies secured the con-
iracts, however, the men turned the scale
and they demanded the price that they
were receiving hefore, and when the eom-
panies had big contraets they were fairly
snecessful. T took part in the great strike
in the southern collieries_ in New South
Wales in 1886. That was a nine monthg
strike, It was brought about by the ecom-
panies putting up 4 notice that they in-
torded to vedice' the hewing price of eoal.

- When the companies bropght aboul a reduc-

~that the employer is ous

_ thing cuts hoth ways.

- the employer.

-
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tion iv the hewing price of coal, whom did
it affect? It afferted the workers in that
particnlar industry. A motice of reduction
was put up on a4 board and the workers had
to put up with it every time, or else they
were bludgeoned., Everything the worker
gets he has to fight for.

present tiwme the Murchison- award. The

Murchison miners went to the Arbltration.

Court, Perhaps that court was not legally ™
constituted, but there were present Mr.
Justice Root'bJ Myr. Bomerville and the late
Mr, Dagiish. The Mureligon miners got a
rise. What Happened? .Judge Rooth met
with an accident and the award was signed
by a wajority of the members of the court,
Mr, SBemerville and Mr. Good, in the ab-
sence of Mr. Daglish who at that time 4vas
ill. The wages were fixed but the mere
fact of the award not being signed by the
president has led to complications and wea
find now that the Chamber of Mines are
appealing against the award. That proves
_in every case to
fight the 2mployee. I am not blaming the
employer. I am cgontent to admit that it is
a c¢lass war at the present time and _that
the worker is ont to get as much as he can
for what he produces just as mueh as the
eapitalist is out to get the biggest divi-
dends he cin. The member for Katanuing

(Mr. Thomson) said that the arbitration

award is only binding on one party, namely
the employer,

Mr. Thomson: Is not that statement per-
fectly correet? -

Mr. OHESSON: No, it is nof.

Myr, -Thomson: TYou cannot make
work against his will.

Mr. CHESSON: The empIOvee in an in-
dustry, of course, is an individual and he
can leave at any time if he is not satisfied
with the conditions. But a body of men.
cgnnot do so. Tf they do so, they are liable
to be prosecuted, T can give an instance
where this applied so far as the employer

a 111 an

‘was concerned, Some yedrs ago an award

was given at Broken Hill. Justice Higgins
was the president of the ecourt at the fime.
An inerease was given to the men. The
small companies at Broken Hill were pre-
pared and di@ pay the advance, bui the
Proprietary, whigch was the big company,
did ‘not. They said they could not pay the
award and they closed down. Was any
action- taken? None at all. They shut
down. for four or five months bnt they re-
opened and net only paid the award but an
inerease. under an afreemeht with the
miners’ union in that distriet: - The price
of lead did not inecrease, and that proved
conclusively that the company could have
paid it before. If an employer says that he
cannot ray an award that has'been gwen and
run his concern at a profit, there is nothing
to- prevent him from elosing down, The
It does not cut with
the eniployée any more than it does with
Nao one ean compel a faf.tow
to work at a loss.

Take at the’
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M. Pmkermg Wou]d not a 'mine owner -

have his mine forfeited if he closed down?
. Mr. Green: It is different from an ‘apple
crop.

ditions that have to be complied with?

Mr. CHUESSON:
tory. Of conrse with regurd to a mine, cer-
tain eonditions -have to be complied with,
Mr. Willeock: Has any Govermmnent ever
shut down under such circumstancest =

CHESSON: In 1egard to round table
confelences, my experience is that no good
results from them. The Arbitration Act
provides that before an employer or an em-
ployee can approach the eomrt, an effort
must, be made to bring about a conference
between tle parties and a dispute must be
ereated before the court can be approached.
Then the court can be approached by the dis-
satisfied party. T do not know of any in-
stanee where such conferences have prevented
an appeal to the court, T rédmember an in-
stance in Cue in the early days, when the
Arbitration Aet first became law. The Act
provides for conciliation. An increase was
given to ¢yanide workers in- Cue. The em-—-
spluyers a.ppealed to the Arbitration Court,
In no instance that I kunow of has councilia-
tion been responmsible for effecting a settle-
ment. REither one side or ihe other has ap-
pealed fo the court. Therefore I am abso-
lutely up against round-table conferences or
conciliation in any form. In that particular
¢ase to ‘which I have ‘teferred I acted on
behalf of the employees and after all our
work it was a failure and the court was
-appealed to. The Act wants amending so
that wages may be increased or reduced ae-
cording to the cost of living. I believe, how-
ever, that better results would come from the
creation of boards where both sides would
—~Dhe represented. What is required is a com-

petent chairman, who is qualified for the
position by his experience of the partienlar

" industry upon which he would be required
to adjudicate. Such a man would be in a
position to clagsify an award. T do not say
anytling about the judges who preside aver
these matiers, bnt one eannot expect a judge
_+who has spent most of his life as a lawyer
to be in a posltnon to elasslfT an award.

Mr. Pickering: Whom wounld you appoint
.as chairman?

My,
qralified, and has _practical experience in
counection with the particular industry con-
cerned.

 Mr. Pickering: How would you appoint
him - : -
Mr. CHESSON: I would leave the ap-

pomtment in the hands of the represe'ntah\-e
of the employevs and of the employees. T
contend that a man in this position shonld
be one who has had practical experiemce, It
is not reasonable when dealing with a hig
industry, say, the engineering industry, in
whieh is involved fitting and turning and all
the other ramifications of it, to expect a
judge to be in a position to classify. The

Mr, Pickering: Are there not certain eon--

I am Feferring to a fae- )

CHESSON: A man who is ‘properly‘
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only man who ean classify is the practical
man who has the necessary knowledge of the
indugtry., I would prefer a wages board of
practical men to a tribunal presided owver
by 2 wan who mdy be practical as a lasvyer,
but has no practical knowiedge of the par-
ticular industry that is being dealt with, and
cannot therefore clagsify the award. I
should like to deal with the Workers’ Com-
pensation Acf.  This should be amended so
that it iz brought into line with the various
States of the Commonwealth and with Fng-
land. I believe that the diseases arising out
of the calling of the miner, or those persons
engaged in factories, should be provided for.
Compensation for an accident should start
from the time the aceident oceurs, At present
it is necessary for a man to wait 14 days
Yefore he can get any compensatiom for an
accident. We know from experience that there
are nuimbers of miners who meet with minor
aceidents, and who are out of employment _
for six, seven or 10 days, Tt takes many
persons all their time to exist on the fields,
and during the time a man is out of work
for these six or 10 days, he receives nothing.
This meang that he goes back in his
accounts with the storekeeper who has teo
carry him. We should =0 amend the
Workers’ Compensation Act as to pro-
vide that compensation shall start from
the time of the accident. It should he
amended along the lines of the Queensland
Act. At present the worker who is perman-
ently disabled, and the widow of the man
who meets with a fatal accident, recsives
£400. WWhat is £400 to a widow who has four
or five cehildren to rear? It amounts to’
nothing. We should fall into-line in - this
matter with the varions ‘Acts in existence in
other parts of the world. With regard to the
Wooroloo sanatorium hall, I contend this
should have been prowdefl by the Govern-
ment, 1 drew attentioh to this matter on a
previous occasion, and am satisfied that it is-
necessary that a hall should be provided at
the sanatorium.  There -are patients there
from many parts of the Stafe. It must
have appealed to the many persons who have
visited. this institution that the wards, which
are open wards, are so sitnated that the
patient has no place to go to in wet weather
except his bed. I think that the deputatién
headed by the member for Swan to the Gov-
ernment recently agreed to give a pound for

pound sitbsidy for the erection of thi§ hall: --

If the Government were prepared -to” bring
down a Bill for the erection of this hall, T
feel surg that there are many members here
who would give it their support. For a long
time in Day Dawn we have heen contributing
£2 a month towards the Pastime Club, The
Tingal mine at Day Dawn has, I think, con-
tributed more than aany other mine in Weat-
ern Australia, and we realise that it is up to
us to do what we can to provide the nueleuns-
of the funds necessary for the ereétion of
this hall. We will certainly do our part in
that diveetion. I am pleased to see that a
favourable reply was received by the mem-

~



- Forests. ]
At a meeting of the above board held.om ~

“too mueh to ask of the cutters.

ber for Swan in this matter.
ment, however, should build the hall them-
selves, I do mot think they should ask the
people of Western Australia to contribute
towards it. In conncetion with the sandal-
wood industry, I think the royalty of £2 is
After all,

The Govern-

this money comes from them.
come- from the cxporter, the man who sends
the sandalwoed away from the State. T de-
gire to quote the case of two cutters on the
Murchison, who recently received very little
as a result of their labour. The Government,
of course, get £2 a ton royalty, The road
board in the district took the matter up and
wrote to the Minister on the matter. I will

read the correspondence that passed between -

the 103d” board _and the Conservator of
Here is one letter—

Tuesday evening last (that is 10th June,

1920}, the question of the royalty on san. _

dalwood was brought under review. This
industry is springing up in this district
under great difficulties, and the board.de-
cided to enter a~profest against the ex-
cessive royalty of £2 a ton, which i8 crush-
ing it out of existence. Yours faithfnlly,
Secretary.
The following reply was redeived from the
Forestry Department—
I have to acknowledge reeeipt of your
letter of the 10th inst. with referenee to

the rovalty -on sandalwood. I should like -

to point ouf that the present royalty is
really very small when compared with the
selling price in China, Several road boards
have snggested that the royalty shouwid be
on 2 sliding scale. If a-sliding scale be
decided upon it wounld be necessary to use
the selling rate im China as -a basis, and
not the rate that it may please the loeal
merchants to quote fromy time to .time. I
have the honour to be, Sir, Your obedient
servant. (Sgd.) Deputy "Gonservator of
Forests.

.Tust imagine a reply of that sm't The man
who gets the sandalwood, and finds his own
turn-out #nd horse feed, is asked to work
on this basis, The only person he has to
deal with is the man who exports.

The Premier: That is the- point. The in-
dustry cught to be organised; then the cut-
ters would get more.

Mr. CHESSON: What posmble chance is
there of organising the industry in China?

The Premier: We offered to organise ihe

" industry in this State, but they would nol;

- have it-

Mr. Jones: For one.firm, yes -

Mr. CHESSON: The ecutter has mo pos—
siblé chance. It always comes out of the
pocket of the unfortunate man. who gets
the wood.

Mr. Johnston: The bush workers are all
working for. the. Government now.- ¥ is
socialism " by- royalties. :- .

The Premier: That is gunite wrong. -

Mr. CHESSON: The-royalty of £2 ‘a tom -

is- excessive.

‘Here-is apother létter:— -.
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It does not .

'_ £9 11s, 114d.,

got of doing that®

- Your letter of the 24th ult. came before
the board meeting, and T was directed to
reply and to point out that the cutters on
_the fields are not in a position te ¢xport
. the sandalwood to China-and sell to mer-
chants in Perth ov Fremantle, yet it is the
entters that have to pay the royalty If
the Government’s estimate of the value
of the wood is based on the price in
Chiha the board cousider that the Govern-
ment shoutd assist the cutters to get the
Chinese price. The board congider that
the fairest way would be to put an export
duty on. Bince the meeting two men who
have been cutting rsandalwood have given
me the statement they received from the
wholesale house, which shows that they
sent down 5 tons 3 cwts, 2 qrs. valued at
£41 8s., From this is deducted rvailage
royalty £10 7s, weighing 6d,,
or a total of £19 19s 4§d., which leaves
them £2] 8s. 7d. for. about three- months’
work. Vou will see from this that the
CGovernment take in rajlage and royalty
practically 50 per cent. of the value of the
wood, ‘which is certainly excessive and
enough to step them from equtinuwing eut-
ting. Trasting that this matter will have
your carcfrl consideration, and that you
will devise a fairer wmeans of obtaining
the Tevenune yon require.  Yours faith-

folly. (sgd.) G. A. Wright, Secretary.
Mr. Green. Whom did they sell to?
Mr, CHESSON: Thoy sold this to Dal-

gety, Ltd., for £8 "per ton.
Mr. (;‘reen The market puce wus f10m
£11 to £12,

Mr. CHESSON: I am in a position to
‘know that the market price did not go below
£12. and that these men were practically
#obbed of £4 a ton., -

The Premier: The industry requires fo be
organised and it obght to be organised.

Mr, CHESSON: What chance have they-

Mr. Green: Nationalise it. That iz the
only courageous way of handling it. ’

Mr. CHESSON: The Government had a
chance of nationalising the mdustl'y Here
is another letter—

I am instructed by t}ua_ hoard to write
to you and enter a protest against the
royalty of £2 per ton on sandalwood. This
royalty is levied on the cutters who do
not receive the benefit of the high prices
ruling in China, with the result that they
do not get an ndequate return for the
labour involved. I have hefore me a con-
erete ipnstance in which two men sent a
truck. containing 5 tons 3 ewt. 2 qrs. of
sandalwpod- to Perth, and the return from
the- wholesale house shows value of wood .
at £8 per ton—£41 8s, from which is de:
ducted railage £9. 1is. 11d., royalty £10
7s., weighihg 6d., totalling £19 19s. ad.,

-which means that the Government taka

30 per cent. of the value of the wood, and

the Jtwo men. only- got £21 8y 7d. for "their

work. If thege charges are ‘to be imposed
it méang that ﬂ]e industry in this part of
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the State will be killed. Yours faithfually,

(sgd.) G. A. Wright, Secretary.
That is all these men get, and they have to
provide horse-feed and everything else. 1
think the royalty is excessive.

Mr. Green: Who was going to give ‘them
£3 a ton?

My, CHESBON: Dalgety & Company

Mr. Green: That is the company to whieh
the Government proposed to give a ‘private
monopoly.

Mr. CHESSON: That is so.

Mr. Willcock: Are you-in favour of a
sliding scale? - -

Mr, CHESSON: On the whole, I believe
in it. T think every hon, member should ex-
press  his  opinion on  the public serviee
strike. 1 am cutirely in sympathy with the
public servants, The Government had every
opportunity for averting the strike by~ ap-
pointing a reclassification. board.  During

last. session we had a demonstration at the

House, which proved conclusively to me that
the publie servants were prepared to aect.
" The Governmnent should have seen the writ-
ing on the wall and been prepared to appoint
the desired board, representative of both
- sides. There has been too much procrastin-
ation in respect of this trouble.

- Mr. Green: They wrote to the Premier on
the 14th November last.

Mr. CHESSBON: Yes, but the Government
probably thought the Publie Service had no
backbone. They had a just grievance,
which shouid have been attended to, but the
Government let the thing slide until at last
it resulted in the strike. I am in a position
to know that the Public Service have many
grievances. In my own district we-have a
mining registrar receiving £240 per annum.
He is not only mining registrar, but clerk
of petty sessions, clerk of the local court,
clork of the licensing court, clerk of quarter
sessions, clerk of awards, inspeetor of
mines, agent for the Curator of Intestate
Estates; agent for the Government Savings
Bank, district registrar, Governmment . land
avent ‘eleetoral agent, returning officer,
rostal vote officer, paymaster anc] cas]ner,
agent for the Minister for Works, and agent
for the department of invalid pensions. He
is receiving £240 per angpum, He took np
the position in 1914 from Mr. Lang, who
is now miining registrar in Perth. The trans-
farence represented'a saving of from £70 to
£30 to 'thé¢ Government. ... -
- The Premier:-Who gave you tho ﬁgures?

© Mr. GHESSON: T got them from the
- Piiblic Serviee; t‘hé.v are correet.’ Tt repre-
snted a savmcr ‘of from-£70- to '£30; -This
man, 1ecewmg'£940 ‘per. annum, ‘carried ‘on
the whole:of the work., He had the Savinga
Bidnk- tacked ‘on. to him, which. Mr. Lang
- had vot, and there whre also tacked on to
him ‘varions Federal departments, for which
the State Government received some remun-
ération. Ir '1919 this officer was notified
that he was to get ‘2 bonus of £10, “retros-
" pective to July of 1918, At about the same
time ' he™ received notice’ that: 4 déeduction of

_bachelor.
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£12 was to be made in regpect of his distriet
allowance, whieh meant that he was £2
worse off than before. He ¢arried om till
1920, when he was notified that he was to
receive a bonus of £22, and that theré would
be a deduction in his district allowanee of
£22  Thus he is actually worse off by £2
than previgusly. He sent in a protest, and

the answer he raceived wus ** Under re-
view,

The Premler Is he on the Public Service
hst?

. CHESSON: Yes. W¢ hate in my elee-
torate a boy who went infa the mining regis-

_trar’s office in Cue a little over three years
-ago.

He was paid 17s. 6d, per weék.
- Mrp, Teesdale: Are there ever any mining
transactions there now? -

Mr., CHESSON: I will tell the hon.
member directly. He received 17s, 6d.
per . week. A few months later, on

reaching his sixteenth year, be, under the
provisions of the Aet, was paid £@ per week.
Re is now 19 years of age, and is still re-
ceiving £1 per week, I say the Government
are not justified in paying a’ young man 19
years of-age £1 per week,

The Premier: Give us his name.

Mr. CHESSON: Prank Coster. His mother
is a widow, and his sister, who is Working in
a draper’s shop, has to help’ providé him with -
foed, for in Cue at present it requires 30s.
per week to purchase provisions for a
This young man is receiving only
£1 per week from a Government department.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Yet the Premler talks of
prosperity!

Mr. CHEBSON: The M]nes Department
shonid find out whether this young man is
qualified—I say he is qualified, and so, too,
do the people of Cue—and if he is found to
be qualified he should be paid a living wage.
I am sure the Premier would agree to that.
Inr my opinion' the time has come when, in
the interests of economy, we should abolish
State governors, The Imperial interests
would be sufficiently safeguarded by the Gov-
ernor General.

The Premier:
them ¥

Mr. CHESSON: We conld well a.ppomt a
jndge of the Supreme Court.to look after the
duties of the Governor’s office. |

‘Mr. O’Loghlen: Why naot ' appomt the
Minister for Works® =

Mr. CHESSON: I would be qulte sathﬁed
with even the Munster for Works. . Fronl the
standpoint of econémy, and having ‘revard. to
our gnall ponulation, therd is no justification

Wiy not abolish the lot of

. fora State Governor, and the upkeep of Gov-

ernment House. The Cluet‘ “Tugtice 'would
make an exeellent Substitnte’ for the ‘State
Governer. The time has arrivéd “hqn the
Tederal and State Governments should levise
means for amalgamating the respective Elec-
toral Departments -and 'the respective ‘Taxa-
tion Departments. “The difficulty could’ easily
be overcome if both Federal: a‘ud State Gov-
¢rnments were sincere. ¢

Hon, W. C. Angwin: ‘Thére was'no rieces-
sity for the Federal staff in the- first-place.
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Mr. CHESSON: Yes, there was in the
first instance. I am speaking, not of . the

* Bavings, Banks, but of the Taxation Depart-

ments, although I think thé Savings Banks
also should be amalgamated. 1 am a great
believer in land values taxation. Through
this form of taxation we could reduce rail-
way freights, We have had three increases
of railway freights during the war, and these
freights press most heavily on the péople out-
back. . Under land values taxatioh 44 per

- gent. eould be raised from the city dnd sub-

nrbs, the whole of which would be placed to
the credit of the railways in order to make
possible a reduction of freights and render
it praeticable for the peopie soutback fo live
on reasonable ferms. Every consideration
should be given to the man ocutback. . The
only way to afford him relief is to reduce
roilvay freights. .

The Premier: What about. having free
rai ways and imposing the whole of their cost
o the land? . . -

%y, CHESSON: I am advoeating, not
free railways, but u tax on land values, which
would serve to assist the railways. The men
who live alongside the railways and do
not utilise their land, should be. taxed out of
existenes. .

The Premier: I know that is your opinion.

Mr, O'Loghlen: The ‘‘West Australian’

* will make you think it in 12 months, too.

Mr. CHESSON: A graduated land fax
would compel these who hold lands for specu-
lative purposes to utilise them so that the
railways would pay. T am a great believer
in secondary industries and have always advo-
cated their enecouragement. I cannot under-

stand why the primary producer shonld have

any objection to them for, after all, what we

require is population to conmsume ths produce -
The best thing for which the

grown here.
pritary producer c¢an wish is a big popula-
tion, who wonld create a demand for his pro-
duce. What is the use- of bringing immi-
grants here if we cannot place them? We

know from experience that we cannot place -

every man on the land. \ .

Mr. Pickering: That is where you want
theni. S , :
Mr. CHESSON: If we placed every -man
on the land, what would happen? We would
have a big sorplus of produce and values
wonld  decline and the primary -producers
would be working for little or nothing. We
require a big ‘home ponpnlation to .consume
our produce. This would redound to the in-
terests of primary produeers as well as to
those on the goldfields, who also are primary
producers, We want a big home popnlation
and we need to build vp secondary industries,
What happened when the Fingal closed down?

" Tt wds one of the biggest mines in the West.

It had the biggést workshop. When it closed
down, ail the workmen and mechanics got
word from Broken Hill, Neweastle, ‘and other
éentres that they could be pladed over there.
These men, who were good mechanics, went
to the East and we lost them, They weré men
whom we could ill afford t6 lose. It would
be to the interests of farmérs working in
conjunction with the ‘miners, to foster the

" lish secondary industries.
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gerondary industries, and the two should
work hand in hand. The Governmeni, oo,
should take a hand. We canuet get private
concerns o do 50 on account of the lack of
population. There is a big opening here for
the woollen industry, I understand there are
only 28 woollen factories in Australia and,
taking dnto consideration the number of
sheep in Australia and the opening offered in
Western Australia, the industry should be
established here. The member for Geraldton
(Mr. Willeoek) pointed out the advantages
of pristing our own wheat and exporting it
only in the form of flour in order to provide
employment for ounr people. Members should
rcalise - what it would mean to the dairying,
the bacon and peultry indugtries, if the whole
of the offal were available,
" Mon. W. C. Angwin: They are killing the
poultry industry by putting up the price of
wheat,.

Mr. CHESBON: 1 understand that it is
impossible to carry on the poultry induvstry
profitably with wheat at present prices. If

- the whole of the wheat were gristed here, the

priee of offal would be fairly low. The mat-
ters 1 have placed before the Government
are worthy of econsideration. We people on
the goldficlds realise- thal we are primary
producers, and that we should be able to
work hand in hand with the farmers to estab-
I put this before
members of the Country party for their con-
stderation. .

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning} [3.52]: Ever
sinee the Commonwealth - payment of 25s.
per head has obtained, the Government of
Waestern- Aunstralia have had a most difficult
task to make ends meet, and will have a
difficalt task until guch time as.the popu-
lation of the State bears a reasonable ratio
to the ares of the State. To-day one-fif-
teenth of the population of Australia is in
Western Australia, to govern, develop, and
keep good order in one third of Australia, I
therefore welcome the declaration of the

- ‘Government to introduce suitable immigrants

from the Qld Land.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You won’t get them,

Mr. ROBINSON: We shall see. I think
our needs may be comprised under four
headings: firstly, more population, secondly,
increased production from our primary in-
dustries; thirdly, the establishment and en-
couragement of  secondary  induatries;
fourthly, economy in the State administration
aud in our daily lives, How are we going
to ‘attain these objects?  The State alone
is not able to carry the burden, for the bur-
*den, T hold, is national to Awustralia. Mr.
‘Hedges recently made a public statement
suggesting that the Commonwealth Govern-
‘ment owed a doty to Western- Australia, a
duty to assist this State to peovle its vacant

*lands. ‘The Commonwealth could readily ful-

fil that obligation by appropriating éme of
its 'loans, - Tt must be a large amount, say,
ten millions, spread over a period of years,
‘for the opening up and development of

Crown lands in Westein Australia. "We are
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told that in Canada, when the jmmigrant tion settlements on the Murray, situated be-
arrives, he goes straight to a prepared farm, tween the prosperous States of Vietpria, New
a place made ready for him to go abead and South Wales, and South Australia, so let them
. }}I‘acﬁce the scienece of ]1[[5]){]11(]]')!, find money for us. I am told that although
Hon, T. Walker: Of véery small area. t.he Federal Government have promiged a wmil-
Mr. ROBINSON: That might be so. But lion, the cost is likely to be so great that the

licre our- new settler who goes out into'the Lummenwealth contribution may run into
virgin country, spends his all and wears out t¥o willions. If, therefore, the Federal Gov-
the best years of his own life and that of erimeut are going to assist those great and
his wife in endeavouring to subdue the conn. Prosperous States with two millions of me--
try. . What greater asset can the State have -rey for the purpose of closer settlement, we
than settlers who are prosperdus and happy. M Westen‘l Australia have a perfect right to
I proposc that we shovld exeliange our waste 23k for five fimes that amount to help us
lands—T mean our Crown lands—for the set- ¢ttle our own vacant lands, which I say are
tlement of farmers who are prosperous and - a menace to the safety of the whole eon--
happy. We have still great areas in the tnent.

South, We have more in the South-West Hon, W. C. Angwin: Youn have greater
and we bave huge areas lying between the. ccnfidence in' the Commonwealth Govern-
Goldfields railway and the coast, and from ment’s readiness to assist us than I have.
tlia Great Southern railway reaching even Mr.*» ROBINSON : Maybe, but nothin
unto Esperance, larzely unoceupied, and they is obtained in this world without asking.
are areas capable under proper management am raising the question in this Houvse in order
of producing both wheat and wool, But to bring it before: Ministers, It may not
those areas, bowever they may be cleared have been argued in this way before, I am
or farmed, cannot be profitable unless the making a suggestion which I hope will be
country is opened up. Let us therefore pre- helpful to the Government, and of which
pare farms there, 1nke voads suitable for T hope Ministers will avail themselves. I am
motor transport, and also build railways. not saying that the money should be re- -
The experience in England to-day is that tained by us. The money that is heing given
motor transport is overtaking the Tailways by the Commonwealth towards irrigation on
~and is being very largely availed of the Murray is money that you, Mr. Speaker,
in lieu of rainays. In order to enable and I and avary OthE'! member of the com-
motor traffic to carry its hany Ioads_, roads munity are paying towards. Anstralia is
must be well made. I quite admit that finding that money, Why should not Aus-

in many of our areas -it will be difficult t0 “tralia come to the help- of Western Australia
find material to make such roads. But in by finding 10 millions for the development
other places, particularly in the areas I have of gur lands, which greatly need it?
mentioned, there is plenty of material avail- Hon. W. C. Angwin: We shall have to wait
able. Then, too, therc are the great -possi- 5 lyng while before we get it.
bilities of the country we know as the Mr. ROBINSON: T have s

. . : ¢ spoken so fre-
tthriig;l‘gesif:, tﬁ-:dMll::c?;gona;nga:}?e g:sc};;;z quently on the subjeet of the importance to
where similar work can be -carried out, the Western Australian people of the estab-

X lishment of secondary industries that T need

Hon. T. Walker: I notice you all leave g no more this evening than again eay that

out Esperance. we pay away four million pounds awnually

Mr ROBINSON: - The hon. member is to people in the Eastern States for goods

wrong; I mentioned ¥Esperance. Such works which we can and should make for ourselves.

as I hare outlined need money. Of conrse I believe the people of Western Australia are

they cannot be carried on without money, thoroughly imbued now with the idea of as-

-and I therefore agree with the suggestion -sisting in the establishment of secondary in-

that it is the duty of the Commonwealth dustriés; and I hope that in the near future

~ Government to assist ws to people this west- we shall find a number of enterprises in the
ern side of Australia. Until it is peopled, it nature of secondary industries coming to.

is a menace to the safety of the whole Com- fruition. Several are being discussed now, I

monwealth. am myself taking a hand, with others, in an

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Where sre the Com- endeavour to atart the woollen industry in

. monwealth Government to get the money? . Western Australia. The woollen industry is
Mr. ROBINSON: T will tell the hon. one that everyone agrees should be started.

member in a moment. In faet, my next sen: here, We caanol, of course, expect to reach in

- tenee was going to be that just as the a moment the same secale of production as

Commonwealth  Government  find  to-day others have attained, but last year our sheep

money for people attempting to settle the owners received 2% millions sterling for

Northern Territory, so they should find their wool., I think it is a small thing to ask

money for the seitlement of our vacant “these people to help the State that = has

tands. - But I do.not want the Common- helped them. Whilst ‘we might not for the

wealth Government to repeat the Northern moment be able to start making tweeds, we

" Territory experiment in Western Australia. certainly should have a Tfactory able effee-

Let ug do it; we know better how to do it. tively to. scour wool and to -produce tops,

. Just as the Commonwealth Government have - .which.have. a marketable value in every eity

"~ found a million sterling towards the irriga- of the world. Now, we mnst practice econo-



my, and eeconomy must be urged not merely
on ‘the Government, ds most people urge it,
but on the whole commuuity:

Hon, P. Collier: Porerty compels economy
with miost of una. : '

Mr. ROBINSON: Those people who
have least to spend, spend it unwisely, or
wany of them do. ;

Hon. P. Collier: T have_heard wealthy
people say that before,

“Mr. ROBINSON: 1t is a genersl expres-
sion of opinion to-day, and one has only to
keep his eyes open in the streets of Perth
to know that the statement is true. Our
electoral system has needed revidion sinece the
year 1812, Tt conld unot have been changed
earlier, owing to the war, but the war is now
over. .

My, Jones: - There is a war on in Russia.

Mr. ROBINBON: .The war is over, and
our soldiers have come back again. Now is
the time. What is our first duty? I sub-
mit it is not for this Parliament, which is
about to expire, but it will be for the next
Parliament, as one of its first funetions, to

instal a new electoral System. The system 1
advocate is proportional representation. I
believe that system would provide the neees-
sary reorganisation of provinces.and electo-
tates, and 30 bring about the reflection in the
House of the views of all sections of the
community. That eondition will tend to bet-
ter government, and better government will
tend to better administration. :

Hon. T. WALKER (Eanowna) [68]: 1

have Been listening all through the debate
. on the Address-in-reply to see if I could
learn anything that would tend to lift this
Parliament to 3 higher level, something
that would raise it from the low level on
which it has been for the last year or two.
I was wondering if we had any evidence of
genius, of political insight and foresight,

that would enable us to create afresh that-

confidlenece which we appear to be losing on

the part of the general public. In no period -

in the history of Western Ausgtralia since
I have beén associated with this State, have
the public cared less for the word of con-
stituted authority, have they less regarded
the alleged stafus and capacity of the repre-
- sentatives of the people. There iy a feel-
ing—I am sure many hon. members experi-
ence it—as of a moribund spirit, even in
this Assembly. The bon. member who just
resumed his seat spoke of this House ex-
piring in a few months. He led us to be-
lieve that we were dying, and dying a sort
- of natural death. There has been nothing
in the debate to ronse the confidence of the
people, nothing to make the gemeral popu-
laee say, “No matter. what bad times may
roll around the globe, we have in the Par-
liament that represents us the spirit, the
mind, the knowledge, and the determination
to_reseue us, to lift ns out of our position.”
It'is a movrnful spectacle—it must be even

g0 to you, Sir—to see how little regard the -

general citizen hag for a member. of Parlia-

[25 Aucusr, 1820.]

.which have been used from time

- agcompanied by the ways an
- carrying them -
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ment. There_ must be 2 reason for that.
What is it? Is it that this institution is
passing away, losing' its usefulness, has_
served 1ts purpuge, is withering like a plant
that once was fiourishing but has. entered
into the period of decday and is to be super-
seded by something elsef Tt was the Prince
Consort who sajd that parliamentary institu-
tions were on their trial. That Wwas in Queen
Victoria’s reign. Have they had their trial,
and has the trial resulted in evidence of
their failure? I8 it the fault of the people,
or is it the fanlt of the institution, or is it
the fault of the components, the parts, the
units of the institution? Where does the
tault lict Could we have witnesged any
spectacle more bumiliating than the course
of this debatec? An eternal cry of #“What
are you going to do? The country is drift-
ing on to the rocks of bankruptey. What
are von going to do® No answer to the

" guestion,

. Mr. Pickering:
suggestions.

Hon. T. WALKER: Of what kind?
whom? '

Mr. Pickering: Drastic taxation and re-
trenchment. . .- ‘

_Hon., T. WALKER: Nothing of a
material character has heen suggested that
the hon, member has not heard ever since he
was 4 boy; nothing that we have not heard
in Parliament after Parliament, mnothing
that- was not heard long before ever there
was a Labour Government in this State,
long .before the political power that is
rising in the people had a voice. Ages ago
there was a cry for retrenchment, economy,
and taxatioh. ) '

The Premier: And reform.

Hou,..T. WALKER: If -the suggestions I
have heard here were to be carried out, it
would be like trying to stop the rotation of
the earth by dropping down a fly upon the
summit of a mountain. The suggestions
made are totally inadequate to meet the re-
quirements, There does not seem to be any-
one who knows, and has the courage to tell,
what the actual facts of the situnation are.

There have been some
. 1

By

Sitting “suspended from 6.15 1o 7.80 DM
- Hon, T. WALKER: When the House rose

‘for tea I was saying that we had had a

numher of what appeared to be futile sug-
gestions for the reme&dy of the Staters
present gpparent misfortunes. Trite utter-
ances snch as ‘‘give us population,’’ ‘‘knock
down: the umiversity,’’ ‘‘stop the exereise
of the functions of the observatory,”
“gconomise—these nre trite utterances
im-
and they mean nothing unless
means of
into cffect. Population!
How can we obtain population unless we

nmemorial,

"have  people willing either to multiply or

te immigrite, and how are we to induce
either method to increase. the ponulation$
It is left to the jmagination as to how this

~
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is to be done. I
watching the course of the present Govern-
ment, the Premiers’ conferences and the
attendances at Melbowrne, and yet the
failure to recognise that the State of Wesf-
ern Australia is where it is to-day because
it is working in Dondage, in fetters. Tt has
not the freedom of a State to develop it-

self, It cannet grov impede'l az is
is. We are. in  the hands of that
creature which we¢ Thave set wup and
which  doeminates us in every  sphere
of our public activities. 'We are not free.
Talk about your  worship of liberty !

The State of Western Australia to-day is,
in comparison with what it onee was, a
slave State.
the hearts of the populace thrilled with
hope and expectancy at the ery of the
glorious marriage of these southern States
bound together in thz same paet of a just
partnership. "Wiz" has become of that

ideal? Where is the pu-rtpership, where is”

the working in co-operation, where is that
spirit which was to give ug its best zest, its
gincerest zeal to wateh the growth and
development of the feeblest and the most
dependent of the Statest We have none
of it, The whole thing iz traceable back
to the systéem that prevails throughont
the world to-day, and 1is exceeded in
our midst far away from the busy old
European centres, here in the sonthern
seas, isolated by ocean spans,” where we'
might have thought that we eould buvild up
for ourselves a destiny that should be the
Pharos for benighted people, should be a
standard that the world might copy. We
are as much wnder a thrall, as muech within
the magic of the 'spell here under the Sou-
thern Cross as they are in the very heart of
the old world kingdems. I will put'it-in a
nutshell. This is the age where wealth, not
* hearts, where money, not minds, governs man-
kind. Money is the symbol of all power, of
all honour, of all that is covetable to mortals.
Money! And it is because we are governed

by money that we shall never be able in this”

State, exeept under trials and diffieulties,
to achieve anything like the freedom of a
noble people. All our money to-day is going
not te this Parliament, net from our Gov-
ernment, but to Melbourne. In every direc-
tion the tendrils are spreading through our
midst and getting hold of all our activities
and making it impossible for us to act as
unfettered people. One hears’ repeatedly
we are going to the dogs.for want of money.
Where can we get our money when, to begin
with, our powera of taxing income and wealth
are taken from us? Every port around
Western Awustralia has ita custom house
which intercepts a possible inflow of wealth,
fhat money which we require for develop-
ment, and ecolleets it not for our especial
good but for the augmentation of the
authority of the governing powers of the
Fast. . We can no longer colleet from that
sourée. Do we create individual wealth by
our own energies and activities? Do we

have been astounded

I -‘Femember the time when -

-
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become poszéssed of incomes in surplus of”

our raquirements? That surpluos is attached
not for onr good, not for the beuefit of
Weatern Australia, Lut to replete the Trea-
sury of the Comwonwealth. We have heard
the cry of produce, proddee, produce. Beau-
titu] words taken from Carlyle holus bolus,
but even the land is oot to-be left to our
care, it is not t3 bhe left unfettered, nor is
it to be used at our discretion. The holders
of that land are to be taxed, not to improve
the land, not to give facility of inter-eoin-
munication with netghbours, but again to
give a rich flow of wealth eastward. Even
now when the dearly beloved amongst us
close their eyes in everlasting slamber, when
the- death knell sounds, an officer of taxa-

tion inguires into the treasures left by the .

deceased and takes his sghare, not for us,
but again to swell the coffers that exist in
Melbourne. Go where we will,
flows from us. In a limited amount I admit
there is a re-flow to the State, but it is ex-
tremely limited. And it is not alone in that
divection that we are harassed, that all our
rezources of taxation arc fileched from us.

the current:

QOur customs and again our excise have gone,-

gur power over curreney, legal tender and
basking have gone. Not only all
sonrces of money, but there is the ery, *‘Let
w3 pot duplicate any of the functions of
State; let there be one tax-gatherer.”’ What
does it mean? Not that there shall be a
sovere1gn State of Western Australia tax-
ing its own people and collecting its own
taxes and surplus, giving something for the
maintenance of an alleged partnership, but
it means that the Commonwealth steps in,
takes our avenues of taxation, employs its
ovwn officers, takes from the people all their
substance, and if in the doing of it there
be any irritation or wrong done, the appeal
is not to someone on the spot, but to the
distant Fast where correspondence lies neg-
lected for weeks or months as the case may
be, Not only in oue direetion but in all
others this is so, even in our Eleetoral De-
partment., What is the authority that is to
control the machinery for this ome electoral
serviee? Not the State, but the Common-
wealth again has to step in aund be aup-
reme.

our -

Mr. Money: Why not one joint depart-’

metnt?

Hon. T. WALKER: How can we have a
joint department with the other?

Mr. Money: Why not?

Hon, T. WALKER: Tt is like the lion
lying down with the lamb, and the lamb is
inside always. Has the hon. member no
experience, has he not watched affairs and
events, does he not sce where the aggression
is, and where the encroachments are? Tn
cvery direction there is that power encroach-

ing over us, getting hold of ns hand and-

foot. More part.icu‘larly will he understand
how they are domng it in onr banking. s
it nmot a faet that we are nnder a greater
strugple, than ever was conccivable in days
gone by, to maintain our own Savings Bank
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for the deposits of the earnings of the poor?
The other bank steps in, and in every pos-
sible way, by allorement and faeilities and
promises aud assurances, and, T will say,
strict attention to business, tries to get the
eustom, and this money of our own people
which should be used—money which should
be got fairly, and cheaply—for the develop-
ment of the State, iy passing into the Comi-
monwealth coffers. It is an open boast with
them that they will kill all our State cn-
terprises of that kind, and merge them in the
Commonwealth. It is their boast. They in-
tend to do it, not only with the Savings
Bank, but with all our banking institutions.
That is their aim and purpose. How can the
State- work  under such  conditions?
It is all very well = to talk
about being an Australian., I am -proud of
the fact that I can helong to Australia, but
if we are a sovereign State and if the re-
sponsibility rests upon us to develop this por-
tion of the globe, if that is om’ 'Jubty and
our allotted task, them we must have the
freedom to do it, and the means with- which
to do it. Talk about having ten millions
given to us by the Commoniealth!
Hon. W. C. Angwin: As well ask them to
cut their throats! N
Hon. T, WALKER: Quite as reasonably.
- The member for Canning (Mr. Rebinson}
was quite correct in saying that we have only
one-fifteenth of the population of the whole
of Australia, and we have one-third of Ans-
tralia to look after, and that therefore we
need money and the Commonwealth oughi to
step in. But to give ten millions to Western
Australia when we know how they are eutting
down every possible assistance to Western
Australians, when we know that every
penny is begrudged, when everything is
dragged to the East, when we are
compelled, those of uz who are farm-
ers in this State, to send our wheat
willnilly to States that had an un-
fortunate season but saved enongh to send
abroad at high prices and we are able to sup-
ply the deficiency by cheap wheat from the
farmers of Western Australia! This is only
one example. The metal exchange is another
example. There are scores of them, but I do
~ not want to weary the House by mentioning
them. Where has this heen mentioned in one
single case at our Premiers’ conferences?
Where has thete heen any public agitation?
I am not saying ome word against Federa-
tion. I long for the time when the whole
world shall be federated, and the geographi.
eal boundaries that make people hate each
other shall disappenr. We claimed to bhe
partners, we were federated as equals, we
came into the compaet understanding that
we were to have an equal voice, but when we
see the policy of the Government, which now
is trying by every possible means to erush us
. out a3 an identity or as a portion of the
Commonwealth having its own antonomy,
then I rebel against Federation, the unity of
‘the people on unjust lines. Recognising that
the farthest morth of this State of ours is as
much a portion of Australia as Bourke-street,

(11]
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Melbourne, recognising that it deserves, there-
fore, as, much attention as the rest of Aus-
tralia, recognising too what would be done by
a true partnership, and that where the great-
est need for help is,.there’ shall hélp be be-
stowed, recognising these principles T am a
feideralist. But when I see that faith has
been broken with ys, that we are not feder-
ated, that we are nmo more than a depend-
ency, that we are the ground teo he despoiled,
that we are no more than a feeder for the
Commonwealth. money grabbers, then at the
risk of being disloyal and deported I rebel
I am rebellious against that state of affairs.
I believe that you, Sir, with others, at one
period of our history sang with s full heart
““One people, one hope, one destiny.’’

Mr. O'Loghlen: And also sang ‘‘The Red
Flag.’? ] :

Hon. T, WALEKER: Was that so? Those
were times when the whole of the people were
aflame with the ideals of a demoeracy of
brothers, when we thought we were all going
to have our equal share and our equal chance
and our equal opportumity in life. But no!
At the present time we are governed by
monegy and nothing else. The great shipping
rings, the great coal vends, the great com-
panieg——

Mr. O'Loghlen: Insurance.

Hon. T WALKER: Insurance companies,
and all the rest' of them, have their skinny
hands in the pockets of the Commonwealth,
and Mr.” Hoghes, -for the time being as Trea-
surer, weleomes. the hoards coming around
him, That is how we are governed. Statfe
it how we like, we are goverped by money,

Mr. Underwood: Mr. Hughes is not the
Treasurer.

Hon. T. WALKER: 1 am not saying that
Mr. Hughes i actually the Treasorer, but
he is the leader of the Government. I do
not need the hon. member to put me right.
He necds a lob of mending before he is nearly
right. That is the canse of our misfortunes.
This State i3 capable of supporting itself
and also sopporting many hundreds and
thousands, if not millions, of people. Think
of all we produce that the nation requires.
Is it clothing? Where does the bulk of the
production go? WNot.to clothe our own citi-
zgns, but to clothe people in foreign or dis- -
tant lands, to feed people far away over the
seas, in France and elsewhere. The millions
of bushels of wheat that we export would .
provite food for a vast population, much
larger than we possess. It is mot that we are
poor. Why js it that some of-the people in
our sphere of life are lacking? 'There are
people who have difficulty in obtaining hread.
There are people, not many T am proud to
say, who are wanting meat and cannot get
it, and yet meat can be sent to London and
sold at a ridicolously low price from Aus-
tralian States. Tt is possible to get meat in
London at 4%4d. a peund,

AMr, Underwood: Where? )

Hon. P. Collier: It was sold to the Eng-
lish Government. .

Hon, T. WALKER: Yes. That was the
price to us, It is what we got for it. Whers
can the poor get it for that here9 )
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Mr. Underwood interjected.
Hon. T, WALKER: I will ask you, Sir,
to keep the garrulovs member for Pilbara
Mr. Underwood) in order. He was allowed
full liberty last nmight, and I trust he will
have the manhood and courtesy, if he knows
the meaning of those terms, to keep quiet.
Mr. Underwood: I suppose I am lacking
in buth$ ’
Mr, SPEAKER: Order! .
Hon. P. Collier: If you do not understand
then yon ought to be made.to understand
them. . .
My, SPEAKER: Order! K
Hon, T. WALKER: It is not that we are
poor. Our overflowing wealth is enough to
build up a glorious State, if we were not
under the Ioadstone power of money
all the world over. Our wealth is
drawn to the East, drawn to the heart of the
Emnpire, to London itself, and we take what
ig left. What is remaining? . To struggle
ou and try and do more? We cannot achieve
much under these difficulties. It is the sys-
tem which exists to-day which is cursing
Australia and Western Australia in particn-
lar, Money draws our teal wealth from us,
and we are left to make the best use we
can of the leavings. That is our posi-
tion in this . State. We cannot, there-
fore, keep pace, and go ahead as. fast as we
would, because we are bound by what the
East will let us do, and what Downing-
gtreet will let- us do, what the money-
lenders in England will let vs do. It is
government of mgney, and not our money
but foreign money, that is crippling us,
~humiliating uws, putting " us into  the
bondage of mnational slavery. There, in
short, iz the explanation of our deficit,
We cannoi stop it, eannot alter it. To
think that by sacking a few school teachers
or dismissing a geologist or even stopping
the Observatory gun from firing we are go-
ing to remedy-this state of affairs, is ahserd-
ity itself. MNeither whilst that state of
affairs exists can we start those glorions
secondary industries which we all approve
of and desire. - Where can we start secondary
industries with any possibility of suecess
whilst the money which runs those indus-
tries is loeated in Melbourne? We had
secondary industries years ago, and they
were more or less flourishing, but the moment
we got into this partnership the secondary
industries migrated to the East. We could
not protect’ ourselves agaiust the migration,
because part of our partnership Geed =ays
that whatevér one Btate manufactures every
other State shall give it the same chance as
it has in its own State. Consequently we
cannot compete with the well-established
. and going concerns of the East; we cannot
yon 4in rivalry to them. Shipping is such a
smajl cost between Melbourne and here that
it is me handicap. and we can put up no
other barriers against them.
we are shorn of the faeililies and the means
anil the chances of starting any secondary
industries in this State. And what makes

~
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it still worse is that {his worship of momey,
this feeling of dependence, creates a, lethargy
in our politicians. They become callous and
indifferent. Those of them who are wealthy
hegin to live within the sphere of luxmries
that wealth creates, surrounding themselves
with what softens the outlook into the world
and puts them into their snug nests of self-
satisfaction, and there they remain and do
nothing for the outside world, " No won-
der that we have nevar seen a period so
callous to those reforms that touch
humanity at the core as we find to-day. I
heard the member for Canning (Mr, Robin-
son} when he sat on the Treasury benches,
glorifying what was to be done in prison
reform. Committees were to be appointed,
established, investigations made,
¢olonies founded for the reform of the
unfortunate among our fellow men "~ and
women. What has been done? Bilis have
been passed, Acts of Parliament put upon
our statute-book., With what result¥ None
whatever. .
Mr.- Robinson: It is not wmy fault.

Hon. T. WALKER: Of course not. It is
nobody’s fault, It is that smug indifference
which comes with surroundings of comfort
and cheer. Nothing has been done. Acts
have been printed and bound in our statute-
book which have no meaning or sense or pur-
pose or execution whatseever. It makes us.

" eallous, thick-chested, so that the hearibeats

never reach the exterior. That is the posi-
tion which this snuggary of wealth creates
amongst ihose who govern.  Nothing has
bhecn asccomplished except a real farce, In
respect of the treatment of prisoners by Min-
isters of the Crown it iz worze than ever it
has been in onr history. There is less-chance,
less opportunity for. reform, for restora-
tion to citizemship, than ever previously
in the -world’s history. We bhad a stir
about the Asylum for the Insane. What
has the Colonial SBecretary done to really
remedy things there$ We have had
talk of a board, a similar sort of thing
the Fremantle
gaol, which iy a laughing stock to anybody
whe understands eriminality or the reforms
which deal with sueh subjeets. It is a per-
feetly useless addition to our cumbersome
maghinery: of make pretence, and nothing
more. It is.because money rules us; and
whilst money rules us we have not time to
look after these who have no money. In
fact it is perfectly true that we. have class
povernment, class rule of the worst type,
of that kind that looks upon one set of man
as ereatures born to work for others, born
to toil in serfdom, as those’ become callous
who live amongst . sborigines and wonld
searcely hesitate to shoot them down if they
did not obey and toil as directed. Just as
there were those c¢reatures in days gone by,
so there are to-day, even though more re-
fined, more polished, those who look upon the
great bulk of maukind as having their place,
awhieh is to work eontentedly for others that
others may get rich however diffienlt it is for
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the workers even to live. It is the order of
society- in which we_are. T would hate to
do anything that would stir vp unnecestary
hot blood, but surely I am in a place where
it is expacted that I shall not act the hypo-
crite, but that T shall speak the truth as far
as I ean see it, whatever consequences may
come, I do say that'we are actnally in a
elags war which we cannot shut our eyes to.
'The member for Perth (Mr. Pilkington) the
other night. cautigned the leader of the
Opposition and said that this unrest, this
almosf{ revolutionary tendency, was world-
wide, and that there never was a period
when such a little spark was needed to set
the whole social organisation inte combus-
tion. T am slightly altering the houn. mem-
ber’s language, but I think I am rightly in-
terpreting him. We should be cantious, but
we should not be cowardly, We should tell
the truth as far as we know it and see it;
and I declare that I do régret more than
I can say that tendency which exists now
to check, to curb the free utterances of one’s
inmost convictions. It has been the glory of
the British people, it has been one of the
things whieh lLas endeared me most to Brit-
ish rule, that we speak and argue, however
diverse our thoughts, without being aceused
of seroundrelism or accosted by a policeman
and rushed to gaol or, without a policeman,
rushed out of fhe country. Tt is true that
there are those in the world whe do see
the signs of the times, who do ¥mow how
the fires in the voleanoes are smouldering

and liable {0 break = forth, They
have ‘become nervous, so nervous that
they ‘are afraid .of the slightest

ntterance that is not in direct Accordance
with their policy or views. And they would

eurb these thoughts, when uttered mot by

way of argument, not by way of legie, not
by way of reason, but by way of insult,
misrepresentation and actual eoercion. And
not only that, but the would-be wise amongst
them are anxious that these growing forces
shall be divided, that they shall not be
united lest they become too powerful. And
‘therefore every kind of subterfuge is used
to create Qissensions in the- ranks of the
multitnde. T am no worshipper at the
shrines which my fellow men set up, but T
respect the religious convictions of everyone,
and even pity the supersitions of some; but
that pity does not become contempt; nor
would it lead me to lift my hand to do the
slightest turn of injury to them. What do
we behold now? ™We behold a revival of
those fierce times, which you, Mr. Speaker,
remember better than anyone here can re-
member, of Sir Henry Parkes, when he sub-
jected New South Wales to all the horrors of
bitter hatreds in religions malice by raising
what was known for long as the Kiama
ghost. It had its effect. It secured him
temporary power. It appealed to the blind,
vulgar prejudices of bigots. His successor,
Sir George Reid, perceiving the value of
such a pelicy, teok with him to every meet-
ing, used on all political hustings, the well

»
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known yellow pup; took the brute with him
wherever he went until the ‘‘Bulletin’’ so
ridieuled, satirised and pulverised suech vile,
mean appeals to the lower depths of human
ignorance, that he dropped the myth. But
uow comes another kind, when the ranks of
Labour are gathering such force and
strength that it is absolutely neeessary again
to divide them. It was sought to do this
doriifg the course of the war. Division did
take place, has takei place here in this our
very State; and we behold to-night sitting
in the laps of the money gods, men whose
whole eonvictions are with the struggling
bottom dog, with those who are working
for the benefit and the betterment of the
human race. But we have it worse now.
The yellow dog, the Kiama ghost in another
form, but precisely the same thing is intro-
dueed amongst us now, and we are set to
work to cluteh at each other’s threats in
the rame of religiom,

Mr. Pickering: That is so.

Hon, T, WALKER: Is this likely to sue-
ceed? We can leave the next world to Jook
after itself. This is owr world, this is our
land, this our country, and our duty is here
and now; and he who knows what his duty
is will never be driven from-it with his eyes
blinded through the mists and dust of super-
stitions bigotry. We must remain brothers
first of all. There is no voom for these old
world quarrels here. We aré not of these
Sections; we are one. 1 would say to those,
who are seeking to set each man at his bro-
ther’s throat, what eame to King Lear after
he had served his time of pleasure, with
wealth and affluence and power, being be-
reaved of it all, when he said— -

Poor naked svretches, wheresoe’r you are,

That bide the pelting of this pitiless storm,

How shall your houseless heads and unfed

sides,

Your loop’d and window’d raggedness, de-

- fend yon

From seasons such as these? O, I have
ta’en :
Too little care of this! Take physie,

pomp;

¥
Expose thyself to feel what wretches feel,
That thou mayst shake the superflux to
them

" And show the heavens more just,
There iy in that very passage the whole key
to our present sitnation. We may disguise
it as we will. The leader of the Opposition
was perfectly right. There is war, not
gore, but a war of ideals existing in our
midst. The leader of the Country party,
followed up by Mr, Pilkington, would try
to make this a heterodox and = dangerous
utterance. The member for Perth and the
leader of the Country party say, ‘' Why,
the employer and. the worker ave one.
They have one purpose; they are not in
antagonism; their object is praetically the
same.’’ . It i3 a beautiful bat a very ol
argument, as old as civilisation itself, "Why,
Sir, I can imagine in the old days of the
Greek democracies the oratora saying, ‘‘Von
slaves have the same interests that we masters
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kave. You do well and I do well and, when
I do well, you do well. It is all onme. DBs
good slaves and, I being a good master, we
will live in peace together.””  Was not
that the atgument thundered from all the
pulpits of the southern States of America
when Abraham Lineoln had cast the fetters
from four million slaves? Did not we hear
them say, ““You slaves are better off as you
are. What will you do without masters to
feed you?
plantations and your little lives will pass in
dreams of nigger melodies.’’ They believed
it, Simon Legree believed it, ‘I was the
best thing for the leaders to be leaders and
the slaves to be slaves. The slaves on
the plantations had an identity of interests
with the®masters, the owners of the planta-
tious.’”’ Was not it also true, and have not
we read of those days of serfdom in England
itself when a man could be branded, eut in
the ear and in other ways mutilated, if he
rambled from his little plot of land where
he was the serf of his over-Jord? Was not
it believed that that was the ideal of a demo-
cratic institntion? The serfs were cared
for. They belonged to' one master and he
fed and elothed them. They fought for him
and he fought for them, Their interests were
identical: It was one and the same thing.
Thank goodness the days of old Greece with
its slavery are past! The days of the slaves
of old Rome have passed away. Thank good-
ness the slavery and serfdom of Europe and
America have passed away and better
days prevail! Thé slavery on the planta-
tions in the day of Simon Legree has passed
away, but there remains the wage slavery of
the- world and that, too, must pass away.
Our friend the leader of the Country party
suggested co-operation, profit sharing. Yes,

he is right; but no} profit sharing in the.

paltry little way he conceives it, but profit
sharing of al! belonging to the nation. The
wealth created by all belongs to all, Its dis-
tribution is a matter of justice, a matter of
apportionment according to means and cir-
cumstances. ‘That can be done and will be
done. I am here, grown old in watching my
fellow men, not long to be of any further
gervice, if I ever have heem of service to
them. But as I speak tomight, I speak
- from my sincerest convictions, the time is
coming when we shall not attempt to govern
people, to- rule people, but we sball try to
serve people from the highest to the lowest;
when tlie service to the: many ensures the
gervice of the many to us, when our ecare
for the welfare of all shall be our elaim to
the care and consideration of all our fellow
mortals. That is where we are going, and
that is where we have outgrown the system
based upon rule, the rule of the few over the
many, based upon the power of wealth over
the poor -and penniless, the poor naked
wretches with their windowed raggedness
painted so eloguently by Shakespeare. The
day is coming when that state of things must
pass as the oMl serfdom, the rule of the lords
as monarchs, has gone and passed. As we
have had onr Cromwell that marked the day

Keep contented omn the cotton .
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when the tyranny even of kingeraft was po.
longer possible among a free people, as the
day came when a William gave wus our
right of indepgndent justice in all our courts
and established equity as it was then known
amongst’ men, a3 we see their interests as-

‘¢ending higher and higher, so we know, as

surely as the past c¢an teach us anything,-
that a change is coming, and that that change
eans no longer the dominion of money, but
the sovereignty of mind amd of heart and
the genuine brotherhood of a united nation,
working through all for the good of all and
for the selfish enrichment of none.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [8.26]: I re-
gret that through ill-health T was not
present at the opening of Parliament.
Throngh my absence, T missed the speech
on the Address-in-reply delivered by my
good friend the member for Kimberley (Mr.
Durack). I have, however, taken an op-
portunity to perusé the “Hansard” report,
and I am of opinion that a very valuable

" eontribution to the {debate was made by my

colleague.  Other members who did not
hear it should peruse the speech, because
it expressed the opinions of a business man
who is personally acquainted with the sub-
jeet with which he was dealing. I intend
to add a few remarks to what has already
been said by, him and to the remarks of
the membar for Pilbara (Mr, Underwood)
in connection with the development of the
North-West. When the- first session of this
Parlizment assembled, I was asked by the
then Premier to move the adoption of the
Address-in-reply, and I was told that I1-had
been selected for that task because it was
the intention of the Governnient to give
particular interest fo the North, and that
the development of the North would receive
the serious consideration of Cabinet. They
did something. They created a North-West
Department and appeinted a Minister. But
how did they assist that Minister to earry
out bis work? They put him into an office
to reach which it was necessary to pass the
registrar of hrands. They put him into an
inside office and did not give him so much
as a typewriter,

Hon. P. Collier: Shame!

Mr. ANGELO: It was impossible_for the
gentleman selected to do what I am con-
vinced iz a most important task, The next
session came along and we found in- the
Governor’s ‘Speech a further mention of
what the Government intended to do.

Hon, P. Collier: All bird.lime.

Mr. ANGELO: The third session arrived
and again we bad the same kind of. senfi-
ments expressed. Now we bave a fourth
sesston and fortunately, in this Speech, the
reference is two or three times longer than
the paragraphs in the previous Speech, That
augurs well; we might get something from
the present Governmenf, The paragraph
winds up thus—

The Government feels that the adop-
tion and prosecuiion of a comprehensive
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and continuous policy for the North is
justified and necessary, and 'steps are
being taken in that direetion.
As one of the representatives of the North
I would like to know who is going to frame
the policy for the development of the
North? Is it to be the Premier, who has

never yet visited the North, who has never -

been further north than Gera.ldton? Is it
to be the members of his Cabinet, gll
of whom are igmorant of the capabili-
ties of the North? TIs it to be the Minister
for the North-West, who has had only one
trip through a portmn of the North-West?
Or is it to be the Minister for Mines, who,
when the leader of the primary producmg
-party_-was advocating the development of
the North, interjected to this effect, “We
cannot do it for the next half century"?

Hon. P. Collier: Who zaid that?

Mr. ANGELO: The Minister for Mines.
He interjected that when the leader of the
primary produeing party was suggesting the
development of the North-West.

Hon, P. Collier: Not much optimism
abont that, . :

Mr. ANGELO: This is the same gentle-
man who a few ycars ago, when it was sug-
gested to him that he should wisit the
North, said, “No. What is the use of going
up there to be entertained by Japs?’ The

North-West has not forgotten thab utter--

“«ance. Unless something is done in the very
near future.to popilate and develop the
North, the Minister may yet live to be
entertained by Japs. The question is a
national one. Memhers may think that we
North-West representatives are suggesting
the development and the populating of our
part of the Siaie for parochial reasoms. But
we on the spot, we who are close to the
inenace that exists in the North, are trying
to do all in our power to point out the
danger that exists to Australia in the most
vulnerable part of the Commonwealth. I
ghould like to suggest to the Government
“how, a North-West policy may be evolved.
In the Upper House there are three North-
West members, XEach of them is a good
business man. There is Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom, who is considered to be such a thor-
oughly good buginess man that he is chair-
man of directors of the-Western Awustralian
Bank, as well as holding directorships in
many companies. .

" Mr, O'Loghlea: Most of the business
men whe have heen in Parliamént proved
hewling failures,

Mr. ANGELO: That may be the experi-
ence of the hon. member. However, Sir
. Edward Wittenoom knows the North-West
thoroughly. Then there is Mr. Holmes, who
also is a director of many companies and
knows the North thoroughly. Thirdly we
have Mr, Miles, who has built up and owns

2 very ﬂourlshmg business in the North.-

In the Lower House there are three North-
West members who are all direetors of
public companies and each of whom has
lived fully a quarter of a century in the

"was only interjecting.
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North. Further, we have. the member for
Pilbara (Mr Underwoed) who knows more
about mining and other industries in the
North-West than probably any other mem-
ber of the Aszembly, Here is a directorate,
a special committee. There is no need to
appoint a committee for the development of
the. North. It already exists. There is a com-
mittee of seven men already in Parliament,
who eould, without a single penny extra
eost, be called tofether by the present Min-
ister for the North-West to frame, under
his chairmanship, a policy for the develop-
ment of the North, I think I can safely
say, and I thinlk Parliament should know
it now, that the publi¢ opinion of the North
is askmg whether the Premier and the Cab-
inet generally hold the same opinion ye-
garding the development of the North as
the Minister for Mines has expressed.
The Premier: You know very well what
the opinion of the Government is. :
Mr, ANGELO: If they do, tht sooner

_ they tell the North sd, the better and then

we of the North can take steps to get that
country developed by some other means than
by the assistanee and under the direction of
the Government of Weastern Australia.

The Premier: Why do you make that
statement when you know it is not correct§

ANGELO: The Minister for M.ines
sald 1t It is in “Hansard.”

Hon. P. Collier: You had better read it.

Mr. ANGELO: T am nof allowed to read
‘‘Hansard’’ of the current session.

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the hon. member
propose to read from “Hansard” of this
scssion®

Mr. ANGELO: I will rely on my memory
and guote exactly the words of the Min-
ister for Mines, which I copied from ‘“Han-
gard”;—We cannot do i{ for the next half
century.”

The Premier: The Minister for Mines
Mr. ANGELO: I am glad that the Pre-
mier i8 in his seat, and I wish to stress a
suggeation to him, It iz that he should agk .
the Minister for the North-West to eall
together a committee of the North-Weat
members, Ws could sit day after day, if
necessary, until a policy for the North has
been framed. Then let the Minister for
the North-West go to the Premier and say,
“This is the policy that the North-West
members have agreed upon.’”> I am very
pleased indeed that Mr. Co’lebatﬂh has been
appointed Minister for the North-West, be-
cause the hon. gentleman has the experi-
ence of Cabinet rank and has controlled
several departments. What we want is a
Lve North-West department. We want to
have it so built up that everything cor-
nected with the North-West should go to
that department for consideration and ad-
ministration, It is ridiculous to have an
engineer for the North-West attached to-
the Public Works Department whilst we
have a- Minister for the North-West and a
North-West department. FEverything con-
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nected with the " North-West' should be as
far as possible centred in the Nortli-West
Department.-

Hou, W. C. Angwin: To achieve that, you
would have to duplicatc every department
in the State.

Mr, ANGELO: Practically the Minister
for the North-West would soon become the
administrator of the North-West. Of course

it would be no¢ use having™a directorate such’

as 1 snggest, unless some money was made
available for expenditure in the way of de-
velopment, We are told that the Premier has

been offered a loan of twe millions sterling. -

I feel certain that if the London financiers
were informed that a special loan was re-
quired for the development of the North-
West, and if it wasg pointed out to them that
this was a mational task, the money would be
made available at a cheaper rate than for the
- general expenditure of the State. It has been
soggested to me by men who have had ex-
perience in borrowing - on the lLondon market
that the potting tforward of that phase of the
matter would assist ws, I have had experi-
ence of business in the North-West, and
also cxperience of banking in the North-

West; and I ean safely say that there
js  hardly a business in the North:
Wieat that does not return - from 15 to

25 per cent., which. seems to be a good
" augury that any money spent there by the
Government should not only return interest
and sinking fund, but also bring some Tev-
enue to the State. I am nol going to weary
the House by suggesting methods of develop-
ment. These should come from the eom-
miftee I have proposed. But one thing
to owhich I must draw attention, like
the member for Pilbara; is the absolute
necessity, of an adequate State shipping
service to the North-West. It has been
gtated that such a service will mnever pay.
People point to the experience hitherto and
say, ‘* You can never get & boat to pay if it
iz run by the Goveinment.’’ But the service

to the North-West has never yet had a fair

* test. We have' never given the officers and erew

a decent ship to work, On several occasions T
have known the ‘‘Bambra’’ leave Fremantle
a day or two ahead of the ‘“Minderco,’’ and
when the ‘‘Bambra’’ has arrived at Carnar-
von the officers and crew. have urged the local
people to give them quick despateh in order
that the ‘‘Bambra’’ might keep ahead of
the ‘‘Minderco.’’ But the ¢‘Minderoe,’’
being a better and faster boat, has passed the
f‘Bambra’’ and got in ahead of her at one
of the tidal ports, which means that the slower
heat has had to anchor in the roadstead for 12
hours; or possibly the ‘‘Bambra,’’ through
drawing more water than the ‘" Minderon’’
had to anchor outside Port Hedland, and has
been humiliated by seeing the other bhoat,
which arrived some houra after her, get in be-
fore her. That is enough to make any crew
dissatigfie. Unless we give our seamen of
the State Steamship Service as good a boat
ag the next erew have, we cannoi expect them
to give us the same results. I know the offi-

“the other between tides,
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cers and I know a good many of the crew of
the State steamers trading to the North-West,
sud I know that they have used their utmost
endeavours to give us a good service; but they
have been handicapped and discouraged all
the time by having to work boats unsnitable
for the coast. It is a most exacting coast;

. and it is we use sending boats there that are

not built to meet those exacting conditons. A
certain dranght is required, and a certain
speed is necessary to get from omne port to
Without those eon-
ditions we cannot have a decent service. 1
am glad that the member for Canning (Mr.
Robinson) has reminded me about Mr. Ben-
nett’s appointment, I have that appeintment
on my list; and I intended to do the same
ag the member for Pijbara {Mr. Underwood)
has done, and put in a strong protest against
that appointment. I went to Fremantle a day
or two after the appointment had been made,
and T found that the appointment was the
laughing stock of nearly every person in Fre-
mantle, especially "of people conneeted with
shipping. I consider that it is a disgraceful
and ridienlous appointment, and that it should
be cancelled immediately. Mr. Bennett
should be recalled, and a competent man
should be sent Home to supervise the build-
ing of those boats.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The best man- we had
has gone to the Commonwealth, 5

Mr,. ANGELO: I agree with the member
for Pilbara that a captain of one of the boats
trading on the coast would be the best man,
He eannot of course dictate to the mnaval
architects what- sort of boat shonld be built,
but he gould inform them of the require
ments, and let them know what sort of vessel
is Trequired, and what draft and what spesd
are wanted to enable her to get from port to
port between tides. Who would be better for
that purpose than a captain with considera-
ble experience of that coast?

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Captain Rogers, for
instance.

Mr, ANGELQ: Capfain Rogers would he &
mogt suitable man. Another moat suitable
man wonld be Captain Richardson, late of the
¢‘Paroo;’’ he possibly might bhe* available.
Captain Richardson knows the coast and
knows the ports. In addition, he knows
how to give his passengers comfort; and let
me say there is a great deal in the superin-

“ tending of the comforts that should be pro-

vided in a ship trading on the North-West
coast. Take the ¢ Minderco.’’, The building of
that boat was superintended by the captain
of the ship, Capt. Mills, and in eonsequence
she is the most comfortable and suitable ves-
sel we have ever had on the North-West coast.
Every advantage is taken of increased ac-
commeiation when mecessary. For instance,
the smoke-room, which is most comfortable,

ean be converted into a dormitory
when there is an extra ecomplement of
passengers. So, too, in respect of the saloen.

Another boat, the ‘‘Gorgon,’’ which was not
built under the supervision of a man with
a knowledge of the coast, has none of those
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advantages, and in coumsequence she is not
half so ‘comfortable as is the ‘‘Minderco.’’
Enowing how necessary it is to have a man
at Home superintending the building of
these ships, I would ask the Government to
recall Mr. Bennett and send along a more
suitable man, Yet, I doubt whether it is s0
necessary to have a man at Home, because
we bave running on the coast the most suit-
able ship we have had up there. For 30 or
40 years we have had all sorts of hoats
from the palatial ‘*Koombana’’ to the little
‘‘Rob Roy.”” Not one of them has been
anything like the success which the ‘‘Min-
deroo’’ is acknowledged to be. If we had
two or.three ‘‘Minderoos,”’ nothing more
wonld be required. In every way that boat
has been a suceess, for comfort, for despateh,
- and for passenger accommodation. There
is only one thing that would improve her, and
that is a forecastle head, which would have
to be provided fo give the extra accommo-
dation that & white, crew would require.
With a forecastle head she would he able
to carry 400 or 500 additional sheep each
trip. But what I want to touch upon prin-
eipally is this: adjacent to the morth-west
eoast, within two or three days’ sail of our
own shores, we have two of the most promis-
ing markets that Australia can ever look to
—I refer to Java and Singapore. When I
was np there seven or eight years ago,
nearly all the Australian trade of those coun-
tries came from Sydney and Brisbane. The
Government of New South Wales and of
Queensland had commercial agents in both
Java and Singapore. It takes mearly a fort-
night to travel from Sydney to Java and,
I think, ten days from Brisbane to Java.
‘There we have two great markets within
two or three days of our own coast. I asgk
the Government to give this matter serious
congideration. When they are going in for
a policy of State steamships let not their ae-
tivities be confined to trading on our own
coast, but let them go as far as Java and
Singapore. It would be a great benefit to
the North. We would be able to send meat
to those markets. To-day inquiry has been
made for freight for sheep .io Simgapore,
but has been dJdeclined, These Singa-
pore boats have already created a monopoly
by giving the whole of their Singapore
space to one man. That is what the State
steamers would prevent. Not only would the
running of State steamers to Java and Sin-
gapore benefit the North by the_shipment of
cattle and of sheep, but it would benefit the
whole of the State. We would then be able
to @end our flour and wool to Java and Sin-
gapore, There is up there a big market
for our fruit and many other commodities.
I met the other day a Dhitch merchant from
Java who told me that Java could take
10,000 tons of tinned vegetables in a year.
Surely this State, being only two or three
days’ sail from Java, should be able to sup-
ply that country, not with tinned stuff but
with fresh vegetahbles. Some members may
not realise what Java is. There we have
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within 214 days’ sail of Western Australia a

country ceontaining 482 millions of people;
and, a day and a half fuarther on,
we have the Straits Settlements with five or
gix millions more,. We could not wish for
anything better.  No other country in the
world is better situated for adjacent markets
on a scale such as we.have up there. When
the Government are considering the question
of an improved State steamship serviee for
the North-West, T beg and pray of them mnot
to forget the possibilities of those markets.
It we had three ships built we ¢onld have a
Tegular fortnightly service with Java and
Singapore. A regular service is absolutely
necessary. At the present time we may have
two or three boats leaving for the North-
West on the same day, after which will fol-
low a blank "of perhaps five or six weeks.
How can any country be developed on thosc
lines? TIf three ships were provided we could
run a regular fortnightly service fitting in
with the fortnightly tides of the North-West.
Any regular service mnst be either fort-
nightly or monthly: we cannot have o tri-
weekly service. » A regular gservice wonld
mgke a big difference in the meat supplies
of the metropolitan area. Again, steamers
trading on bur north-west coast have to carry
sufficient ¢oal to take them to Wyndham or
Derby and bring them baek again.  Thus
nearly one half the space of these ships is
taken up with coal supplies; whereas if they
went on to Java and Bingapore they could
there load the coal mnecessary to hring them
back again. ’

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Or the ¢il, -

Mr, ANGELO: Yes, oil would be even
better; but in either ecase the ability to ob-
tain fuel at the other end would mean greatly
increased space tor cargo. Another phase of
this question is this: we are going to lose
the Bingapore boats before long. The Navi-
gation Aect, although passed many years ago,
was proclaimed only recently, Why was it
proclaimed? I feel confident that it was
proclaimed as a sop to the seamen on strike,
to induce them to resume work. Is it to be
théught that those seamen are going to let in
the thin end of the wedge and grant
exémption for the north-west coast? I feel
confident that we shall loge those Bingapore

"beats befaore long, Therefore it is neecessary

that the Government should immediately take
steps to see that the loss of those boats is
made good by our own fleet. If the Govern-
‘ment prefer to give np the serviee altogether
and will agree te invite private companies to
take it up, well and good; but it is essential .
that we should have a proper service. - Al
though others may be of opinion that a pri-
vate service would be better, I think that
having our own serviece will assure us reason-
able freights, In other parts of the world
freights have inereased by 100 and even 200
per cent., yet because we had the *‘Bambra’?

“arting as policeman on the horth-west coast,

the freirhts on that coast rose only 15 per
eont. Through the proclamation of the Navi-
gation Aet we on the north-west coast will
suffer more than any other part of Australia.
If the Navigation Act has been framed for
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the good of the whole of Australia it is up’

to the fest of .Australia to assisi that portion
which is about to be penalised. Take the
gugar industry: -we in Western Australia
huve had to pay heavy prices for sugar in
order to bolster up the iudustry in Queens-
+ land. In return the.Commonwealth should
say ‘‘Well, it the Navigation Act is for the
goold of Australin as a whole, and if you on
the north-west are to be the only sufferers,
we will make it up to you in the form of a
big subsidy.’’ It is the duty of the State
Goverument to press that phase of the ques-
tion home to the Federal Government and try
to get as much assistance as they can to
carry on the north-west coast trade with
State steamers,

Mr. Robinson: Will trade with
-possible when the Navigation Aect is en-
forced ¥ .

Mr. ANGELO: TYecs, if white crews .are
carried. The Singapore boats will bhe pre-
vented from trading becanse they carry col-
oured crews. The trouble is that if the Navi-
gation Aet is enforced, and if these Singa-
pore boats remain on our coast, the Act will
enable them to go from port to port and take
onr preoduce overseas, leaving our own
State ships no back loading. Therefore,
the Government should endeavour to secure
an gmendment ofi the Navigation Aet, with
a view to preventing this., We have in the
Speech a reference to the Wyndham meat
works as follows:—'fSteps have been, taken
towards assuring a satisfactery steamer ser-
vice to the North . . . and also to increase
the utility of the Wyndham meat works.’?
That is good news. It is a very necessary
work, but T regret that there should be no
mention of colil storage facilities to be pro-
vided at Fremantle. Yt may be said that at
Fremantle a private company is ahbout to
establizh its own meat works, and that it will
have cold storage facilities; but I should
like to see cold storage facilities attached to
the port of IFremantle, on the wharf, where
the north-west boat bringing frozen mutton
can go to the Lerth alongside the cold storage
facilities and trangport her meat to the .cold
storage with' the least possible handling. Ii
we have to depend on private works at Fre-
mantle the meat will have to be put into

trucks and taken out to those private worka:

AMr. Gardiner: Provision hag been made
for that by the member for Canning and my-
gelf.

Mr, ANGELO: I am glad to know that I
have two influential supporters, I want -the
cold storage facilities at Fremantle so placed
that when a ship from the north-west comes
alongside the wharf all that will ber necessary
is ah overhead traveller taking the meat inte
cold storage and subsequently bringing it
back again to the other ship which is to carry
it overseas. This will not affect meat only.
We can send more fruit away every year. I
hepe that shortly we shall be sending butter
ag well., These cool storage works could be
used for those purposes just ag well as for
meat, and we hope shortly te be sending
down a good quantity of fish from Shark
Bay. That also eould be stored there. The

Java he’
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works should mot cost very much, I have a
rough estimate of the cost from a gentleman
who has had experience of these works, and
he thinks that £23,000 would cover all that
would be required for a long time. Another
point is that we are establishing meat works
at Carnarvon. Shortly we may hear of simi-
lar works at Geraldton and Port Hedland,
and unfess there are provided cool storage
facilities which should he controlled by the
Government, we in Geraldton or at Carnar-
von, or wherever we have works, will be in
the hands of the Fremantle company, This
would not be s State trading concernm, be-
bause what I suggest is that the storage
should be part and parcel of the Fremantle
Harbour Trust machinery, If we are going
to be dependent on the Fremantle works for
our storage, they will have a big handle
over us, Suppose we had 10,000 carcases
from Carnarvon and we. had to ‘depend on
the Fremantle works. They might tell us
that they had no reom for our produce.
Hon. I. Collier: Traders do not act like
that, do they? ;
Mr. ANGELQO: I do not know. It is a
most remarkable fact, however, that when
we started our company at Carnarvon, the

Fremantle people immediately commenced

operations and, approached our Gaseoyne

settlers and pointed out the advantages of

Fremantle as against Carparvon, and aetu-

all stole two or three of our shareholders

from us. The storage works I “suggest will
cost about £25,000. Not much machinery
will be required, becaunse the power weuld
be supplied by the existing Government
power house. I was mnech surprised to see’
in an interview with the Minister for the

North-West on his return from the North-

West, the following paragraph:—

: It now seems to be generally conceded
that. chilled meat from Wyndliam cannot
suceessfully compete with fresh meat on
the metropelitan markets and that, conse-
quently, the entire produce of the meat
works must be exported frozen or canned.-

I do not know where the Minister got his

information. I have talked tHis matter over

with Mr. Allen, a gentleman lately appointed
by the Government to go to Wyndham to

.increage the storage there, and I have also

discussed the matter with Mr. Bemmett, form-
erly manager of the Shepparton works, who
has leased our works at Carnarvon, and both
these gentlemen assured me that' chilled meat
from Wyndbam can be brought to Perth-and
consumed here. Mr. Allen told me that
chilled meat from the Argentine is consumed
in England and that it takes four or five
weeks to get there. "Any prejudice that ex-
ists against frozen meat should not apply to
chilled meat. They are two different pro-
ducts altogether. Frozen medt is brought
down to 15 degrees whereas chilled meat is
only chilled to-30 or 40 degrees, Many a time
T have gone to my butcher-for a bit of beef
and he bag said, ‘*Yon ean have what is

hanging in the shop, but I have some
better which has been in cool storage
a fortnight.”” That was chilled meat.
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Chilled meat is very different from frozean
meat. Freezing breaks the fissues of the
meat and when it is thawed it is liable to
“fweep.’’ That does not apply to chilled
meat. If we can only get over the prejudice
which exists and if we ean have cool storage
works erected at Fremantle,-it will be a big
thing that the Government will do towards
bringing down the cost of living, that is, in
the direction of meat. At the present time
wo have advices from home that all we ean
expect to get for frozem mutton delivered in
England next year is 54. The freight is 2d.
and other expenses will Tun into %d. That
- means that all we can look to obtain is 24d.
for our mutton f.o.b. at Carmarvon.

Mr. Munsie: You cannot get mutton in
Perth under 10d. or 114.

Mr, ANGELO: With the freezing cham-
b8y at Fremantle we conld get our meat
to Fremantle aod the freight and other
expenses wonld not be more than 134d.,
and therefore the mutton should he
handed over from the ecool storage
Wworks to the vetailer at 4d. per Ib. That

would enable him to sell it te the public at

an average of, say, 6d. per lb., 5d. for fore-
gquarters and 7d. for hindquartérs. The
same thing applies to heef. For the last
shipment of frozen meat that the Govera-
ment sent to England they got 4%d. f.o.b.
Wyndham. TInstead of sending that.to Eng-
land, if they brought it down here, it pro-
bably would have cost 6d. by the time it
reached the cool storage at Fremantle and

“it would have been sold to the publie at an

average of about 84. So that we wounld have
mutton at 6d. and beef at 8d. a'1b. Thas
is what the public should be paying for meat
t the present time, but as we Know, until
just the last weck or seo, when the price of
both beef and mutton has fallen, we were
paying an average of 10d. for mutton
and 1s, 1d. for beef. That is the averape
price and if we could hring the price of

© meat dewn as I suggest by establishing cool

storage at Fremantle, it would mean that the
public of the metropolitan area would be
able to get three meat meals a day instead
of two. . T have been along to a butcher’s
shop and bought a side of mutton for 514d.

per ib. Three days later I was asked 8d.
for a similar article. It is the fluctnating
prices that cause almest as much trouble
as the high prices. The houseiwife may get
a leg of mutton for 4s, to-day and next week
she may have to pay 6s. If eool storage
works were established at Fremantle - they
would assist in stabilising the price. We
bave several good meat people in the State
at the present Fime—Mr. Urquhart, Mr. Allen,
Mr. Beonett and Mr., McGlhie. I would sug-
gest that the Government call a conference
of these gentlemen with the Minister for
Agriculture or the Premier himself, if pos.
gible, and that conference

something conld mnot be done in the
way of  |Dringing down the price of
meat. I do not want to be black-

- could go thor--
'oughlv inte the question and see whether
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guarded by my constituents, but what
T suggest is that they will not ggt 1%d. less
for their produce, and the Kimberley people
would not get %.d. less- for the meat they
sell, It only means that, instead of sending
the meat away to be consumed elsewhere, we
will be consuming a good portion of it in our
own State, where it is se much required. The
question of tropical agriculture has been men-
tioned, and the member for Pilbara (Mr.
Undelwoud) referred to the work of Mr,
Despeissis. He said that Mr. Despeissis was
retrenched because he setfled down in his
office in Perth. I remember the time when Mr.
Despeissis was retrenched. The then Gov-
ernment sent this officer around the trdpical
parts of the world to ascertain the best me-
I;hods of earrying on fropical agriculture, and

I suppose his trip and experience and the
knowledge he sscured must have cost the
Btate a eouple ¢f thousand pounds. Mr, Des-
peissis wrote a good report, and he was anxi-
ous to bhe allowed to go to the North and
start experimental farms. He was at Car-

- narvon inspeeting land when he was actually

- gight years?

retrenched, He wrged the Government to
establish an experimental farm there. It
was not his fanlt that he- was not allowed -
‘to go on with that experimental farm, and I
eonsider that the State lost a valuable officer
when his services were dispensed with.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: How long was he in
‘his office in Perth?

Mr., ANGELO: At the time he was re:
frenched he was at Carnarvon. -

Hon, W. C. Angwm He was in Perth a.t
the time.

Mr. ANGELQ: He was visiting Carnarvon
when he received the news of his retrench-
nient.

Hon, P, Collier: Anyhow, is it not rather
an unprofitable diseussion after the lapse of

. Mr.  ANGELQ: The question of'tropieal
agriculture must be seriously coensidered and
I urge the “Government, if they cannot ‘get
someone else, to avail themselves: of Mr. Des-
peissis’s service in an advigory capaecity.

Hon. W. O. Angwin: You will never -learn
anything about the North-West from the deck
of a steamer.

Mr., ANGELO: I know that Mr. Deapelssus
went to Carnarvon and spent weeks there
inspecting the land, and gecuring informa-
tion which he embodlec'f. m a 1cpot’t to the
Government, :

The Premier;
tralia to-day.

My. ANGELO: If the Government cannot
secure his services continuously, they. should
employ him in an advisory capacity. I hope
that when the Government are sending out
more prospeetors they Wﬂl not forget the
North-West, which-is Jusb as likely to pro-
duce gold mines as any qther part of the
State. If some prospecting were dove in the
North, it might prove very beneficial to the
State. We do not know what wealth is hid-
den in the North. I would like to relate one
incident which occurred during the last week.

He is the best man in Ans-
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A pastoralist from the North came down to
Perth, From the firm who had purehased his
wool, he received a parcel confaining ‘some
half ‘a dozen bits of quartz together with a
letter stating that these bits of quartz had
been found embedded in the feeces of his
-wool. He was advised to have them inspected.
I have seen the specimens and every one of
them shows gold plainly.

 Mr. O’Loghlen: Qur troubles are all over
new.

Mr. Munsie: Bat you have to find ouk
where those sheep slept,

Mr. ANGELO " I do not know whether to
give eredence to the story or not, but let me
tell members that my friend thinks there is
something in it. ‘Unlike Jason of old, my
friend does not intend to chase any more
golden flecces, but when he returns to Car-
narvon he intends to embark,on his argosy,
which I think in this instanes is a six-eylin-
der Buick, and endeavour to find the locality
on which these sheep which carried the golden
tlgeces reelined, while earrying out their
‘*grow-slow’’ policy.~ That is only one iu-
stance which goes to show that it might pay
to prospeet the country. Tt is said that
wool gathering is not always a lucrative em-
ployment. . .

Mr. Munsie: ¥You-would not think much

of it if the prospectors went looking for gold
in your fleeces.
- Mr, ANGELO: This might prove a soaree
of untold wealth and might add to the pro-
duction of the State and assist to liguidate
itz deficit. I trust the Government will do
something to encourage prospecting.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN (Forrest) [9.17]: Thé
hon. member who has just sat down hag been
speaking about wool gathering. During the
Dprogress of the debate on the Address-in-re-
ply, there have been gsome -good solid at-
tempts made at vote gathering. For my part,
I feel inclined to move a vote of thanks.
We realize that the elections are approach-
ing. It is a timehonoured custom in this
Hounse” to deal with matters affecting one's
constituency. If we were here to discuss only
the contents of the Governor’s $peech, we
would not be oceupied for many minutes,
beeanse the Governor’s Speech delivered on
.the oeccasion of the opening of this Parlia-

ment is the most colourless document pre-

sented to the House sinee I have been & mem-
ber. :

The Premier: You said that on the last
oceasion. '

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Oh, no! On the last
oceasion there was something in the Gover-
nor’s Speech, although the present Premier
did not have the very important part in
framing it that he has had on this oceasion.
However, it is immaterial what sort of a
"document the Governor’s Speech is becanse
any imperfections in it would be excused by
that powerful organ which gives such mag-
nificent support to the present Government
at all times; no matter whether they are

‘ment.
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right or wrong. The Government in a few
months will be obliged to go o the country.
Some of us may not be returned, but it iz a
fair propesition to ask what elaim for sup-
port do the Government present to the elec-
tors¥ We have read and heard on many oc-
casions of the gospel of produmetion. "We

‘have been told that the amalgamation- of

parties and the picking out of the brainiest
men on the Government side of the House
would enable them to frame a policy which
would inspire confidenee and tend to lift
this State out of its finaneial Adifficulties.
If we look at the position to-day, what has
been the resuit? There is a growing deficit,
a defigit growing ever bigger, and no pro-
posals to reduce it have been put forward
in the Governor’s Speech. 8o far as I can
ascertain, the only claim which the present
Government will have to put before the cow®
try is their activity in regard to soldier
settlement.

The Premier. Oh, no!

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Promier is a bit
of a fanatic on land settlement, and I mugt
say that I admire him.for it. I admire him
for his optimism in regard to land settle-
ment, but we ought to realise gur limitations
in that direction. We ought to ask ourselves
‘whether the policy which has already been
carried out in regard to land settlement. is
going’ to bring that measure of success which
is anticipated. Last session it was pointed
out what a paradoxical position this State
oeeupied in regard to its policy of settle-
Prior to that we “were advertising in
the ‘¢British Australasian’’ that we had
millions of acres of Crown lands awaiting
settlement, We. were telling intending emi-
grants in the Old land that they had noth:
ing to do when they arrived here but merely
to take up land. Yet, if any hon. member
walks into the office of the repurchase board
and interviews Mr, McLarty, he will learn
from that gentleman that he has not a soli-
tary farm to offer to the many soldiers who
are clamouring for farms to-day.

The Premier: That is not so.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That iz what Mr.
MceLarty told me. . -

The Premnier: It is not right.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Then it is a remark-
able thing that Mr. MecLarty has informed
me that the board are prepared to buy amn
estate in any locality. _ Many estates have
beeri repurchased. by this Board. )

The Premier: Of courre they have.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: And it does seem
rather anomalous to be purchasing estates
and, at the same -time, to be advertising in
England that we have the whole country-
side to let. In the South-West portion of the
State, three or four estates were purchased,’
and there was a big outery against the pur-
chase because local residents helieved that
the vendors had asked too much for them.
Indignation meetings were held and the Fre-
mier gave a definite pledge to the people

1

that he would inspect the locality personally. -

Yet he has never been down there, notwith-

-
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standing a definite pledge to make a per-
sonal inspection.

The Premier: I can still keep that promise,

Hon, P. Coliter: That is the funeral of
the member for Sussex.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: I would not like the
member for Sussex to suffer for all the pro-
mise-breaking proclivities of the Premier.

The Premier: You have kept us busy
here in Perth with strikes and other troubles.

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: And we shall keep
the Premier hare longer. In the South-West
the soldiers have not rushed the blocks; and
those blocks which have been .allocated have
been taken up by soldiers in Perth who had
the land hunger very pronounced im them.
They were prepared to go blindly inte any
proposition without knowing anything . of
the burdens which they were tdking wupon
upon their shoulders. It is not always the
wisest policy to go in for buying up im-
proved farms and thws moving experieneed
men off the land just te enable inexzperienced
men to embark on agriculture,

The Premier. In my opinion they were
cheap estates.

Mr. Gardiner:
“land I know of.

The Premier: And the land was good, too.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: There were other es-
tates which the board purchased. Take for
instance the Butcher estate at Bruce Rock.
The Premier kmows that that estate with. a
crop growing on it was offered to the board
at a certain figure, The board were reluctant
to take it at the time because they had not
the facilities for harvesting thé crop. After
the harvest they acquired the property at a2
small reduction in the price previously queted
but not until the vendor had seeured £7,000
for _the crop. The vendor had pat ‘)600
bags of wheat into. the pool and had taken
off 900 tons of hay. The procrastination of
the board in aequiring that property micans
that this money has gone into the pockets of
the vendor and remains an additional handi-
cap to the soldiers who take up that land,

Hon. P. Collier; Tbhat is a specific in-
stance. £

The Premier: Every figure is wrong. -

My, O’LOGHLEN: Then I shall call for
the production of the papers.

The Premier: I will give you the papers.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The Premier says that
every figure i3 wrong. I hope I shall not
subscribe to the policy of the
. journal herg that everything the Premier

does is right. The Premier is in the Inekiest
position possible in having that paper thun-

dering morning after morning in his favour,
magnifying his virtues and hiding his fa.ults
"The leader writer of the ‘' West Australian®’
iz a gentleman 1 have known for many
years. I knew Him in days when he was not
such a power in the land as he is to-day. 1
‘admire him for the way in which he has pro-
. gressed in life, but he has an obsession that
the present Premier is the only man who can
save Western Australia. In all his leading

Cheap land is the dearest

articles he infers that, after God had made-

powerful
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Mitchell, He broke the mould. To-day we
have this peculiar position on the other side
of the House that a group of men, elected
on various tieckets—many of them made
their former chisf walk the plank, though 1
give tha present Premier eredit for having
been loyal to his old chief-—hold their seats
only because of their bitter denunciation of
the Premier they mow support. They des-
eribed him as a danger to the country, but
apparently hé was not such a great danger.
We had the spectacle of the present Premier
occupying & solitary seat on the erosa-
benehes, and moving a vote of no confidence
against all the men who are -the colleagues
surrounding him to-day. Apart from the
votes fromn this side of the House, he got one
supperter to his motion of no-confidence, and
through sheer political exigencies he has,
thanks to the Press backing he has received,
progressed to the position of Premier in a
manner never before experienced in the his-
tory of this country. The present Premier
might be able to go fo the Farmers and
Settlers’ Conference and to the rural sét-
tlers and put up a case that he will stick
to them and brmg them through, but 1
would point out to him that there are other
sections besides the farmers who .are en-
titled to consideration. The leader of the
Opposition has pointed out that there has
been a callous neglect of other sections of

‘the community. You, Mr. Speaker, have had
“sufficient experience in the industrial arena

to be well aware of the cause of the indus/
trial unrest prevailing to-day. ¥et the
Government, make no effort to get at the root
of the eause or to improve existing condi-
tions, because the Gavernor’s Speech does -
not suggest any attempt of the kind whatso-

ever. We have a proposition from this side
of the House for am ameodment to the
Arbitration Court, an amendment to the

Workers’ Compensation Act, and an amend-
ment i¢ the legislation dealing with hut
accommodation and the question. of tribut-
ing. Not a single indmatrial measure has
emanated from the Government side, yet the
Goverument hold, up their hands in helpless-
ness and say that industrial worest is pro-
nounced, that the gospel of discontent id
being preached and that right through the
conntry there is chacs. It it any-wonder,
that this is so? Does the Premier think’
that there has been no change in the world
or that men and women will be satisfied
with what' they had formerly? Is not it a
fact that in the 01d Country the same dis- .
content prevails in wany of the big indus-
tries because there has heen a great change
since the war? The Premier, however, re-
fuses to keep pace with the times. T ven-
ture to say we are at least 20 years behind
Queensland in the matter of industrial legis-
lation. The member for Pilbara (Mr.
Underwood) the other evening asked whe-
ther in the event of an amendment of the
Arbitration Act being introduced, the Gov-
ernment would support it or what would
they aunggest. The leader of the Opposition
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has suggested f{wo points, one -being that a
layman wonld be better than a judge as
President of the Arbitration Court, and the
other that awards should be framed on a
sliding scale so that the employer supplying
eommodities shall not be able to take money
out of one pocket of the worker and put a
little less into the other pocket. The posi-
tion to-day is such that we must have an

amendment of the Arbitration Aet. T re-
present "a constituency in which timber
workers form a large proportion of the

population. These workers, through their
organisation went, I regret to say, to the
State Arbitration Court. That court in
its wisdom after having utilised all its mae-
hinery and listened to all the evidence pre-
sented, gave an award of £2 17s. per week
to married men, some of them having seven
and -eight children, and the same court gave
an award of £3 145, a week to single girls in
Perth. T have no objéction to barmaids and
barmen getting good wages, but if we are
not going to fake any mnotice of Knibb's
figures and absorb the alarming evidenee of
rural decay, how the country iz becoming
depopulated owing to the facet that there
are no attractions in the country, and if
we are going to penalise the producers of
the covntry by giving them Jow wages, im-
posing high freights, and depriving them of
reasonable facilities and secial enjoyment,

we shall be responsible for bringing about,

a very bad state of . affairs. ' 'We have the

‘position to-day that people will not go to

the country. N

The Premier: They are going as fast as
they can,

Mr, OLOGHLEN: They are not going.
Hon. P. Collier: They are coming back
too. '

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: The Premier Knows
thiat to-day there is work in the country for
number of men. There is no
work to be secured in the city, but
people have a tendency to stay in the city.

Men who have come bhack from the war do

not care to go far away from social enjoy-
ments, to work on mills or out on distant
farms, or the backblocks of the goldfields,
ag they did before, This is not applicable

alone to Western Australia; it applies else--

where also. I have a friend in the city,
who for the last five or six years has been
in the Philippine Islands.” There, in order
to mollify their- employees and keep
them contented, they have not only to pro-
vide them with ordinary creature comforts
but have to erect free and perpetual picture
shows for their amusement. I de not advo-
cate such facilities for enjoyment here, but
I say there is no desire on the part of fhis
National Government, which cries #“Pro-
duce” to “the settler, to encourage the
people whe are far removed from the great
centres of .population to make their life
lighter, and help in easing their burdens so
that they may get more enjoyment out of
life.

’

- produce more raw material
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The Premier: You have no right to say
that; it is not so. -

Mr., OLOGHLEN: I will give the Pre-
mire a striking example. Take the case of
Nannup. Nannup is a distriet which for
fertility, and for pogsessing the advantage
of prolific soil, is pracgically second to none
in the Btate. It is magnificent eountry but
is sparsely populated. Before the war there
were three trnins a week serving Nannup.
There were several thriving industries such
as timber, fruit growing, cereal growing
and intense culture, and the district was
one of magnificert promise. Unfortunately,
when transport faecilities were curtailed
during the’ war, the train service was
knocked out, and the district which gave
such promise and appeared to have a
greater future than any other distriet in
the State was given ome train a week., T¢
is 50 miles away from any medical facili-
ties..

Mr. Pickering: Forty miles!

My, OLOGHLEN: Even 40 miles is a
long way. The people there cannot pos-
sibly get a train so that they may take
their stock to market. T witnessed the.
spectacle of a farmer driving pigs 28 wmiles
to Balingup in order to truek them. How
can the settlers, even in Nannap, whieh is
not very far from Perth, get that measurs
of prosperity of which the Premier boasts
the existence to-day?

Mr.” Hardwick : Send them a
show. : )

My, LOGHLEN: Send the hon. member
down; then they would not need to send
a pietare show bhecause they would have
the comedy by itself. As the Premjer has
said, and others have repeated, we are a
State depending almost entirely on primary
production. We have ‘wheat, gold, woel
and timber. Per head of the population we
in Australia
than any country on God’s earth. The time
hag long since arrived when the people of
the Commonwealth, and of Western Aus-
tralia in particular, should apply themselves
to working up this raw material. There
was a time when I thought that Eastern
competition would prevent us in perpetuity
from establishing secendary industries. To-
day, however, the wages almost approxi-
mate between the East and the Wast, See-
ing that wages are about the same in all

picture

. the States, all that we require is a strong

healthy Jloeal patriotism, a, patriotism
which, backed by Governmen{ support, will
prompt the people of this State to buy
Western Australian made goods. Buat wa
do not do that.. We shonld copy the Ameri-
eads, The Yankee will boost his town
against the next town, his State against the
next- State, and his country against the
world. We do not do sufficient of that.
My indictment against the Minister for In-
dustries is that he has not applied himself
to his department in affording expeditions
help when it was sought. I have attended

* deputations to the Minister for Industries,
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once in connection with a new indusiry at
Bridgetown, again in econnection with one
at Collie, and also in connection with a
proposed industry to be started in the hiils.
I paid visits to the department week in
and week out, but I never found the Min-
iater in. This' is the greatest joy-riding,
jaunting Government that ever held office
in Western Australia, . For three months
there was only the Minister for Works in
his office. T am not going to shower eulogies
on him, but I will admit that he stuek to
The Colonial Secretary
was fairly attentive. The Premier, how-
ever, the Minister for Mines and Railways,
the Minigter for Education, and the whole
group of the others, were away in different
parts of Australia. As soon as one Minister
returned another found it necessary to go
for a frip.

Mr, Teesdale: Yon do not call the Pre-
miers? Conference a tripd

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: Yes.. T say it is the
greatest political -Qeception aver put over
the Australian taxpayer, this same Pre-
miery’ conferepee. No provision is made
in the Federal Constitution for the holding
of such coiferefces,

Mr, Teesdalé: We should get a poor deal

- if we were not represented at them,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN:
do we get anyhow?

Mr. Teesdale: At least we show 'a good
front.

Mr, O’LOGI[LEN : Premiers’ conferences
are held year after year, and many pious

What sort of a deal

regplutions are carried. Ministers assemble.

for three or four days and have a good
time, They diseuss a number of proposi-
tions, : )
The Premier: You bave never been there.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: No, and I am never

.likely to be there.

The Premier: Then you should not talk
like that.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN:
chiallepge the Premier to show any utility
that has ever been derived from holding them.
AN the Premier could tell us, after talking
for about two hours, was that, after nearly
10 years, steps are heing taken fo amalgain-
ate certain departments.
have to be faken before anything is done? A
Minister will move that another Minister,
gay in Vietoria, should draft a certain Bill
for presentation at the next conference, and
some other Minister will move that some
other representative’ shall draft some other
measure. At the .next conferenee, however,
the two Ministers who were to do this are

. not there, and there are two fresh omes in

their place, and so the joke poes on,
The Minister for Works: What abount the
good time$ ‘
Mr. O'LOGHLEN:
keen -on going there. )
Mr., Teesdale: Yon talk abomt a good
time.  They pay for their own luncheons and
dinners.

They seem to be pretty

Talk like that! I

How many steps
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Hon. P, Collier.
them.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: We have here the un-
sophisticated man from the North. He has
just arrived back from the big smoke, Len-
don, MHe tries to make out that Ministers
get nothing for attending these conferences,
Fangy the Minister for Railways going thert’
and having some hread and cheese for
lunel, and getting nothing! That is not
the position, There is an allowince of at
least twe guineas a day for the lunches,
and I do not -object to that.

My, Gardiner: To be correct, it is three
guineas.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It is getting bigger,
like the deficit.

M. Gardiner: I attended four conferences
in one year, and said I would mnever go

No, the State pays for

again,
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I put it to the hon.
member, who is a gentleman .and a

Christian, has any good ever heen derived
from his four trips?

_ Mr. Gardiner: 7Yes. At one conference
they were trying to make us pay up to 5%
jier cent, interest on loan, and we succeeded
in getting it for 314 per cent,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: That was the only
fruitful resolt that I know of from any of
these conferences. Was it necessary for the
Minister for Railways t{o aéeompany the
Premier on the second trip to DMelbourne,
which followed hot-foot on the first one? I
do not think it was necessary. I do not
kuow if the Premier took the Minister for
Railways in order to wateh lim, and that he
thought he might otherwise sow the seeds of
dissension in Cabinet, and have a reconstrue-
tion, by thé time lie came back. I do no}
think, however, he was afraid of that. - 1
think both the Premier and the Minister for
Railways heard that the Prince was coming
and wanted to see him first. At all events
they arrived simultaneously with His Royal
Highness.

The Premier; .It was a very pleasant and
enjoyable trip. .

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The Premier does en-
joy life; he enjoys everything.

Hon. P. Collier: Even the deficit,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: I hope that when the .
people have an opportunity of pronouncing
Judgment they will say definitely whether
they desire to lead them a gentleman who
enjoys life and who says'there is abounding
prosperity in this State, or whether they
would prefer some other hon. member whe
will sce that we get onr house in order by
squaring the ledger. .

The Premier: You want us to set up a
soup kitchen, .

Mr., O’LOGHLEN: I hgpe the Premier
will not delude himself into thinking that
everyone is prosperous in this country. This
merry-go-round of increasing wages and cost
of living that we are so ahsorbed in is noth-
ing elge but a mirage. It is no good to the
eniployer, the worker, or the State. The
workers on 12s. a day are worse off now than
they were in 1912 with 7s. a day. The Pre-

‘mier says that everyome in the country is
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prosperous. I agk him fo come with me for
a week-end, and I will show him some of the
workefs’ homes. T will point out to him the
swroundings and dwellings in which they
live; the fare they have to provide for their
children, and the furniture and equipment ia
their homes. I will then ask him if, out of
fiis sympathetic heart, he can say that these
people are prosperous. -

The Premier: L said the country was pros-
perous.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: These people do not
know how to make ends meet. - If the people,
do not share in the prosperity of the country,
what is the good of the ecountry being plos-

perous?
The Premier: I will .go with you,
Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Then I will fix it, If

I can manage to keep the Premier awake I
will show him something.

Mr, Gardiner: We cainot expect him to
go to sleep while you make all this noise.

My, O'’LOGHLEN: He has not been
awake for several hours, but is now taking
a keen and infelligent interest in things. ITn-
the scheme of things the Premier has been
fortunate, inasmuch as largely by his own
efforts, aided by the wonderful support of
the Press of the country, he has won a hostile
group to his side so far as the settlers of
this country are concerned. 1 know now
that thére are some members of that side of
the House, the old Liberal group, men like
the Minister for Works who have- been in
every Government that ever existed-—for
Governments wounld eome and Governments
“would go but ‘‘Dad’’ would go on for ever—
are marked out for extinetion. Some of the
farmers and settlers are after their scalps
and they mean to get them. I want to re-
mind the representatives of the farmers that,
rotwithstanding all their gibes and eriticisms
concerning the Labour party, it was the La-
bour -party who went to the rescue of the

struggling settlers, and that in spite of this -

the Labour pmty is receiving to-day only
black ingratitude for all their bounty.

Mr. Garlliner: Many of us are grateful,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The hon. member, at
all events, has always been prepared to give
recognition to any party or Government that
would give, a fair eraek of the whip to men
who were down and cut. Many of the far-
mers to-duy, and their representatives in Par-
liament, are not prepared to extend even @
kind “word to the Labour Party. We even
have a man who has been jumped into a
politieal party, saying, ‘*God help the coun-
try when men on that side of the House
ever hold the reins of office again,’’ .When
men are in public life, no matter to what
patty they belong, they like to know that if
in their administrative career, or if, by -their
legislative enactments they ha,ve helped to
frame, they have done good fo some of the
people, there are people whom they have tried
to. help whe will appreciate and recognise
their efforts, I hope if ever the farmers and
settlers of this country become the dominant
power in the State, and are strong and cour-
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ageous enougl, and have the numerical
strength to form a Government

Mr. Maley: It will happen all right.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That they will leave
behind them a lot of the narrowness and sel-
fishness and callons conduct which have been
prominent features lately in the farming eom:- -
munity. They arve a particularly selfish group.

Hon. P. Collier: They are young yet.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Yes, that is so. They
have not profited muech by experience. Time
is a wonderful factor in the making of men.
and countries, I hope that time will come
to the aid of that party and give them a
broader vision. A good number of cur mem-
hers have been speaking about the growing
deficit, but it is remarkable that no one seems
to mention it to-day. Even the ‘“West Aus-
tralian’’ glossed it over, That paper went so
far as to take the member for Irwin (Mr.
Gardiner) to task for his mild criticism of
the other evening. Before I entered this House
—and that is a few years ago—I read in
many of the Jeading journals of Australia
praisc of the pioneering efforts made by the
member for Irwin in the matter of the estab-
Yishment of a smking fund. Western Awus-
tralia ean’ boagt to-day that she has the best
sinking fund of all the States of the Aus-
tralian group.

The Premier: Sir John Forrest .started the
sinking fund.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I believe the member
for Irwin is the originator of our smkmg
fund.

Mr. Gardiner: No, no, Sir Hem-y Lefroy’s
father initiated the sinking *fund of this
State.

Mr, O'LOGHLUEN: Tt is true that to-day
the sinking fund represents a heavy burden,
but it gives the State an increased seclvenecy -
in the matter of her finances, and no doubt it
13 instrumental in helping the Government
tv negotiate loans on better terms fhan would
be obtainable if the sinking fund did not
exist, But [ do say that it is nothing but
arrant hypoerisy for some men to laughingly
refer to the deficit—which has reached over
four millions—in view of the faect that when:
they sat on this side of the House they thun-
dered forth denuneciations of the incompetent
Labour men on the Treasury bench—*‘men:
withont knowledge of politics, men without.
kuowledge of big business, men who had come-
from the axe and the saw and the mining-
pick.?? * They said to us, ‘“You have a de-
ficit; get ouat,-and let us get in.’’ They are
business men; Znd the member for Gascoyne-
{Mr, Ange]o) bas been talking to-night about -
the utility of business men in Parliament.
My experience has been that some of the-
business men who have entered this Chamber-
are the most cologsal calamities that ever
entered the portals of the Legislative Assem-
bly. They are good men in themselves, and
I am not going to disparage their business
ability, Comnereially they may have been
pronpunced suceesses. They may have all
the personal gualities that one would desire.
But when they enter Parliament and try to
apply to political life the methods that are.
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suceessful in a business emporium, they fail
miserably. They seem to have not a particle
of conception of human needs. The man who
to-day goes into a department to administer
it must be a man of big homan sympathy if
he is going to be a suceess—a man alive to
the struggles of the community. That is the
reason why so many business men have failed
in Parliament, At any rate so far as I have
observed them, they have failed because they
never had the germ ot an idea of what was
wanted in the solving of our great problems,
of what was required to help the community
along the road of success. No such thonght,
so far as I am aware, has ever emanated
from them up to date. We have this deticit,
and the Government plead poveriy. "They
plead it every day in the week.- I have heen
along to the Cbarities Department trfing to
get some grants.

The Premier: You are always there.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Not always; but the
faet that T am there as frequently as I am is
an indication that the prosperity about which
‘the Premier boasts does mot exist. I have
been to the Gharities Department to try and
get anothei 7s. per week for a struggling
mothet, a widow, with four or five children.
This widow has heen getting 28s, per week
for her four children. I asgked for 35s. per
‘wegk on her behalf, and the Minister gener-
ously agreed to pay the increased amount for
one month. For one month he paid the 35g.
per week, and then the sustenance of the
widow was cut off.

The Premier: Was that done by this Gov-
ernment ¥ .

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN: By this Goverament.
There is not a member of this House whe is
going to attack the present or any other Min-
_igter for anything they grani to feed hungry
little children, and their struggling mother,
Such expenditure will always receive the en-
dorsement of both sides of the House, 1ut 1
have been along to the Charities Department
and have been told, *‘ We cannot do it; the
vote is. being exceeded; we cannot give the
assistance.”” I venture to say that such a
reply is peculiarly unsuitable at a time of
. national festivity and Royal entertainment,

- I do not object to things being done in the

Tight style, but I do object to the hypoerisy
of refusing sustenance to a mother and her
children who have lost their bread-winnmer,
~ while money is being sémewhat lavishly ex-
pended in Boyal festivities. I object to sweh
a refusal as I received while money is being
spent to make 4 track around Mundaring
weir, a track that is not going to assist a
single -getiler or bring one additional bushel
of wheat to the port, a track that might well
have . been left over for a while. To-day a
vast sum of money is being expended in that
direction. If we have money to spare, let
us expend it in the direction of giving the
greatest amount- of human happiness possible,
whether it be expended for the benefit of the
farmers or of the artisans or of the people
generally, With monotonous regularity the
. Governor’s Speeches refer to the duplication
of departments. If is deplorable that after all
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the Premiers’ conferences Which have been
Leld for over a decade, we should have pro-
ceeded no further in the matter of linking
up departments and thereby saving costs*and
giving mo¥e expeditious service to the pecple.
Look at some of our departments to-day. 1
wish the Premier would stay for a minute
longer; however, it does not matter, because
I can tell him later. "I think a great deal
more efficiency could be shown in the lay-out
of our public departments. Take the Agri-
cultural Bank and the soldier settlement .
scheme. Hon. members will bear me out
when I say that if one desires to get to-the
public counter for the purpose of being en-
abled to see one of the administrative heads,
it sometiges takes forty minutes to overcome
the preliminaries, One has to bustle past the
clerks at the counter, where probably a long
quene of people.is waiting. Then one has
t? explain who onre is and what is one’s busi-
ness. Then one is piloted right through the
department itself, where an army of eclerks
is engaged; and then, after elimbing a flight
of stairs, oue has to wait at another counter
for some person to find it convenient to come
andl attend to one’s requirements. After
about an hour’s effort one sueceeds in get-
ting an interview. It is a most regretiable
state of affaird. -Any Minister who cares to
go to that department can find out that that
is the position. \

Mr. Johnston: The main door of the de-
partment might be reopened.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I understand that it
wag ordered to be closed so as to prevent the
staff from getting out without being noticed.
I have been informed that that is the reason.
If the elerks are not under econfrol, 1 say
Ministers are mot fit for their jobs.

The Minister for Works: There is no Min-
ister there. -

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: But there was a Min-
ister there.

The Minister tor Works: When? -
" Mr. O’LOGHLEN: No so long ago. But
whether a Minister is there or not, the Min-
isters we have to-day, with ore or two hon-
ourable exceptions, are not giving their at-
tention to the departments.” The departments
are running themseives.

The Minister for Works: No, no,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes, they are. I wven.
ture to say that not so long ago the Minister
for Railways for a period of six weeks was
not in his department long enough to sign
the documents placed before him, let alome
peruse them. Minister after’ Minister has
been absent. The Premier went away to
“Melbourne. He returied, and the next week
he had to go back to Melbourne again and
take with him another Minister. When tbe
Premier returned once more, the Attorney
General had to go away. 'Then some other
Minister had to go north for his health, and
another Minister had. to go sonuth., North,
south, east, and west, Ministers were joy-
riding, with the result that there is mo econ-
omy and no exXpedition in the public service.
There are some departments in which one can
get to the fountain head: the Works Depart-
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ment, the Lands Titles Office, and the Lands
Department are fairly passable. . But there
are other seetions of the public service where,
although the officers are doing their ntmost,
the system is fatal to expedition. Lt me say
also that when the Government go to the
conntry they will not be able t6 show that
they have achieved amy tangible reform in
the way of making Parliament an institution
that will be more respected. This Parliament
has not to-day the respect of the people.
. Why? Beeause one branclh of it does not re-
present the people. Three or four months
ago we went through the farcieal proceeding
Enown as an election for another place, when
& few wellimeaning old gentlemen submitted
themselves to the ‘‘free and independent.’’
A couple of them fell by the wayside, and a
couple came home, They came home some-
thing like ‘‘poor old Jeff,”’ on a stick, They
came home by the support of the veriest frae-
tion of the eclectors gualified to vote. The
election demonstrated that democraey in this
State is nothing but a hypocrisy and a sham,
Mr, Jehnston: Youn won two seats which
you have not held before. .
Mr, O’LOGHLEN: That was owing to the
guod sense of the fraction of the people who
went to the poli. However, we lost one seat
that we had held. But even if we had won
all the seats that were vacant, that would not
. justify the existence of a Chamber out of
touch with the men and women who are the
producers of this State. 1 know there are
. several members on the other side of the
House who are democratic enough to bhelieve

that the political system ought to be changed, -

and that if it is not changed it will be worse
for all of us, because the encroachment of the
Commonwealth can only take place owing to
mistrust felt” by the people for the State
Legislature. There is no mention of Con-
stitntional ‘reform in the Governor's Speech,
Last session’s Bill waa rejected by another
place, and apparently reform ig not going to
be attempted again, It seems as though the
Government were discouraged because they
were defeated onee. Ministers are submitting
to the dictation of a Chamber that does not
represent men and women, but bricks and
mortar and sheep and donkeys.

Mr. Maley: The bulwark of the Constitu-
tion. .

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: T know that that phrase
was applied to another place by Sir Henry
Lefroy on one oceasion, Are the Government
going to submit to dictation by the other
Chamber, or will they take the manful course
of going to the people and saying, *‘It is not
only the Labour party who are prepared to
give men and women the votes they have
fought for; we are prepared to_give the men
and women of this State the full franchise?’’
What is the Government policy? Have Min-
isters a policy? ‘There is no poliey at all
" “*Hang on end carry on*’ seems to be their
policy.
. What answer is the member for East Ferth
going to give hig electors when they question
him as to why he has not moved in the right
direction by getting the franchise for worthy

We have no suggestion for reform.
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constituents <in  his electorats, men and
women who have borne the heat and burden
of, the day?

Mr, Hardwick: They will reply as usual
through the bhallot box. -
. Mr, O’LOGHLEN: Yes, they will reply

" through the ballot box, and then the hon,

member will wake up. He will find himself in
a different position from that which hie oceu-
pied after the last election. On that ccca-
gion, after an interesting fight in which every
member of this House took a deep interest,
the hon. member was returned by & narrow
majority., He was then secretary of a Celtic
institution, and a niee old lady waved her
gamp in his face and said, **Mr. Hardwick,
why don’t you resign your club secretary-
ship and let a returned soldier have the bil-
let?’? The diplomatic reply of the Hast
Perth genius wag, ‘ Madam, the time has gone
by for asking questions.’’ But the time for
asking questions has come again. The hon,
member’s electors are going to ask him num-
erous questions at the first opportumity. A
question which will be asked of this Gov-
ernment is when are they going to move so
as to give the people just a taste of reform.
‘We are slumbering along just as we were
bLefore the war. We have a' Government
in a hotch-potch, a sort of conglomeration
that has no setiled policy, no convietions,

and no inspiring hope for the people.

Mr. Hardwiclk: The Government may rve-
gign to-morrow, after ‘this speech.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: There is no occasion
for the hon. member jnterjecting to resign;
ke will be in the cold shades soon enoiagh.
I was going to deal with the dquestion of
the Government policy = regarding timber;
but as the Ministér who controls that pelicy
did not deal with the subject, I prefer to let
it go to the Estimates. 1 know there is a
vast amount of money being spent in the
matter of elassification. Various inspectors
and students,are now engaged on that work,
The Conservator of Forests has been atiend-
ing a conference in Wmgland. I d¢ not know
whether that conference will prove any
more successful than the conference of Pre-
miers which we have every year in Aus-
tralia. But I sineerely hope that thé policy
whieii has been advocated by men in the

- gountry, men who know the needs of the

country, will be followed, and that by 4
gradual process we shall get the people of
the State wedded to genuine rcform in for-
estry matters, and not take precipitate ae-
tion that .will land the cowntry in difficulties
and cause vexation to the people earning
their livelihood in the industry. The Minis-
ter for Works, the other night, dealt with
the proceeding at Holyoake, when, although
opposed to State enterprise, he went out and
hought a sawmill. Could there be a more
glaring reversal of form in evidence, unless
indeed it be-that at Kalgoorlie to-day?
Mr. Hardwick: Tt was a good deal. )
Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I am not going to af-
tack the deal, but I ask the hon. member to
recoliect a certain meeting which he was
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addressing—he cerfainly had not mmeh time
for clear thinking, becanse an excited
female was asking him about the priee of
butter—and at which I heard him denounc-
ing my colleagues for having gone in for
State enterprise.

Mr, Hardwick: And he will do so agam

Mr. O’TLOGHLEN: Will the hon. member
have the hardihood to denounce State enter-
prise after his Government has bought a
sawmill? The by pocnisy of it all! The Min-

ister for Works, when in his seat, used to
“lean half aeross that table in thundering his
opposition to State enterprise. He went so
far as to infer that certain Ministers were
dishonest. Aeccording to him, State enter-
prise was wrong, and when he and his party
got into power they wonld sell the State en-
terprises lock, stock, and barrel. Certain
sections of the community took it up, the
“Sunday Times" tock it up, and all over the
country there could be heard ringing a.gen-
eral ‘approval of the doetrine of ‘Sell the
State enterprises which are pulling us
down .into a financial quagmire” But did
they try to sell the sawmills?  Certainly
they closed’ up .one or two fish' shops, but
they bave not sold the brickworks or the
sawmills or the steamérs or the State Imple-
ment Works. Instead of selling those State
enterprises they are buying more. It may
be said that they made an attempt to sell
the State Savwmills. The hon. member nods
his head in approval. :

The Minister for Works: And it was a

" good attempt that we made.

Hon. P, Collier: Why did not you bring

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T think the hom
member is capable of much betfer attempts
thar he then made. A proposal was midde
to sell, for nearly half a million of money, the
State Sawmills to a French syndicate, The
Prenchmen came out, here; the deal was
negotiated. Everything was ready, except
the ratification by Parliament. In this
House the Government had a majority of
35 to our 15. How, them, could our pro-
test be effective if the Government meant
business§ The Minister received shoals of
resolutions from everywhere.

The Minister for Works: You engineered
them very well, =~

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: It matters not who_
engineered them. - What were they worth?
They emanated from men who, at the polls
a little previously, could not snceeed in re-
turning more than 15 members. The Min-
ister did not want to sell the sawmills. He
knew that right down in the minds of the
people of this State there was a deep-seated
Sawmills.
With 35 supporters in a House of 50, the
Minister was not game to ‘bring the matter

The Minister for Works: That is all’ you
know.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Why Qid he drop the
projeet? He said the French Government
wounld not let the money come out of France,
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that this State Government wonld have to
take bonds, He did not like to take bonds.
This Government hand out Bonds %o the
returned soldiers, but they do not like to take
bonds from the French,

The Minister for Works: "Had I taken
bonds, you would have been the ﬁrst to con-
demn me,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN : I am not going to
condemn the Minister for the form of cur-
rency he traffies in, whether it is bonds or
old pig irgn, so lomg as it is of value. But
I condemned the Minister long before he got
to the bonds’ stage.

The Minister for Works:
doing that. .

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: The very fact that
the Minister has bought this additional saw-
mill is a justification of our policy, which
now gets the seal of approval from Tory
quartérs, and, in c¢onsequence, Labour repre-

You are always

fentatives to-day are not so stromgly con-

demned because of the policy they imitiated..
During the war Great Britain took control
of thé great national utilities. If that is a
good policy in wartime, it is an equally good
policy in times of peace. All I did at Holy-
oake was to put my hands together and ap-
plaud the Minister for earrying out the La-
bour policy.

The Minister for Works: You qid it very
well; you were a gentleman on that occa-
gion, X

My, OLOGHLEN: I am never anything
else. A couple of days ago the Minister for
Works was enjoying himself at a little
dinner or banguet at Rockingham, when the
announcement was made that the Peel
estate had been purchased. That may be a
wise move, but I venture to think that before
we purchase on any large seale land of the
quality of the Peel estate, our Agricultural .
Department should be brought up to date.
Enowing the South-West as I do, I have for
long thought that we have down there a
problem pressing for solution, We have
there, wedded to the soil, men who are not
making headway because certain constitu-
ents are lacking in that soil. The Minister,
although he too knows the South-West, can-
not say what it is that is lacking, ner can I
We have a vast territory from here to Bun.

_bury, but apart from little stretches of river

Banks, the soil cannot be said to be satis-
factory. We have ‘there hundreds of thous-
ands of acres of seemingly good land, and
if only . the agricultural chemist "eould
find ont what it will grow, we
could get some satisfactory production
from it. We have a State gridironed with
railways on which we have to pay

.interest and sinking fund, but we have no

production along. those railways, Through-
out Western Australia—mnorth, south, easf
and West —ozeurs second-class, inferior
country capable of being put to some good
use if only we knew what. Tbe Govern-
ment could well afford to spend some thou-
sands of pounds in getting the hest brains
the world ea#r produce for the solution of
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this problem. @reat progress has been shanghaied off. They are accredited organ-
made in agriculiural seience of late years, isers in England to-day, although they were
and if the Government would seriously con- . never given a trial in -Australis. The War
sider it—1I believe they are wedded to land Precautions Aet is very convenient for
settlement, and I applaud them for it—T dealing with the working eclasses, but it is
think they might go in for research in this apparently gnite imeffectnal to deal with
direction, and employ the best brains. wealthy men, Mr, Hughcs is then helpless,
among the agricultural chemists of the and all the Natiouvalist gang behind him are
world to diseover whether that wseil, helpless also. Is that a fair thing? I am
blessed with abundant rainfall and capable not a revolutionary extremist, I am not
of growing vegefation of many deserip- even a militant, but I heard the facts put
tions, is not able to produce something up before the Governor General’s c¢onfer-
froitful whiech will help us to pay off the ence. I know that the machinery was there
interest and sinking fund on the railways t{o deal with the position, notwithstanding
we have -constructed, Many ‘members on which Mr, -Hughes made no endeavour to
the Government side deplore the industrial lighten the burdens pressing on the people.
nnrest and say thit there should be ¢o- Here we have a country teeming with pro-
operation, that we should join together, put duction. No other country on God’s. earth
our shoulders to the wheel and help the is so lavishly blessed by mature. Gifts have
State out of her difficulties. But there are been showered down on Australia, but they.
many oceasions when those members have are all beyond the reach of the consumer.
opportunities for exercising some control The .consumer gets mo benefit, the average
. but do not do it. The cost of living to-day employer gets no benefit, the working man
i3 the big burning question among all sec- gets no benefit, the State gets no benefit. It
tions of the community. We endeavoured is a period of industrial unrest, which is a
last session to pass a Bill with the object of problem perplexing the best brains of the
alleviating the situation. The Bill was full people of our community. I hope that be-
of limitations, because it i3 a Federal mat- fore the (Government go to tiie country again
ter entirely, The Federal Parlizment cen- they will endeavour to utilise the limited
trol the' imports that percolate from one power they have to make brighter and better
State to another. If the State price-fixing and easiér the lot of those people who, on
anthority ever fixea the price of imports too wages and salary, have o work for a living.
lt¢w, those imports will not be brought here. - We recently had a publie service strike, a.
Therefore the Federal! tribunal should bhe strike by the last body of people in the -
clothed with full power. But &ven our State world that we thought would strike. They
tribunal was robbed of power. It was our had no militaney in their composition, but
own Bill, designed to throw open to the they were goaded to desperation over the
public gaze trade wheréver there was an many defects and defaleations on the part
element of profiteering. I -attended the of the Govérnment. T do not know in detail
Governor General’s -conference, and I there the ultimate result of the strike, but I know .
beard oue represcitative refer to 23 firma that many public servants are honestly of
who, out of the misery of the' consumers, opinion that they are not to be asked to re-
were building up bonge bank balances. He fund the amount of money advinesd to them,
challenged Mr. Hughes to deal with those The Minister for Works: They will have
firms, Mr. Hughes admitted that profiteer- to refund it. .
ing was rampant, and he quoted instances Mr. O’LOGHLEN: If they have to refund
which had eome under the notice of his own i, it will wean that we shall have a discon-
household, Yet no move was made by the tented service, a service not likely to put
- Nationalist party, although it was taecitly forward its best efforis at a time when those
‘agreed that certain firms were piling up. best efforts are most required. :
wealth as the result of profiteering. Why  7The Minister for Worka: I believe thab
was not”a move made? Beeawse the sup-  the grest bulk of them intend to repay, and
- porters of Mr., Hughes draw their susten- naver had any other idea in their minds,
:r.]ime from that very e::rowd_ ‘;hnlzlh énntrols Mr. O'LOGHLEN: There js an impression
the money power. I did think the Gountry that in the final negotiations, when Mr. Jack-
party would be sufficiently strong to eompel " as so mysteriously bronght in, some
3{: cf!IuEheso fto tal:eﬁtc_lrastu;h:etlgnn;;lmliaze. little arrangement was made under the lap,
ectio protecting 0 E  gueh as “‘Go back to work and this money
public. Mr. Hughes says, Da‘;“n the Bol- o)) e granted to you.’’ We are going to
shevik, and damn the profiteer® I would ... thig industrial wnrest, and I hope the
bang them both.” He curses them in pablic, 5/ q,c¢ries of the country will mot be unduly
but I am inclined to think t.]l:at.hhe must disorganised by it. I, like others om this
bless them in private, becanse he has never side, am prepared to co-operate in the
Lifted his little finger to curb their greed. g, .ition of minimising the sk of unrest,
Yet he can do anything under the War 4 whon we get a broad poliey «in the Gov-
Precautions Act. He can throw into the ornor’s Speech which does mot mention indus-
dungeons of Australia 34 members of the 5] legislation, notwithstanding that our
working elass. Jack Wilson aed Toem jpdustrial legislation has not been amended
Barker were deported without a trizl, were for many years past, how can we co-oper-
dragged out_ of the Goulburn gaol and ate? The co-operation we want is in the di-~
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rection of making things better, not the sort
of forced co-operation, something like an
Irish friend of mine, a leading tailor in the
-gity, who when Brearley was in the air the
other day was asked how he would like to
be there with him. He replied, *‘1 would
rather be there with him than be there with-
out him.’’ That applies to co-operation ad-
vanced largely by the leader of the Country
party and others. We do not see- the gloved
hand put out. It is the mailed fist that is
extended when the workers seek redress for
their grievanceeg. - There is no fun in going
cat -on girike and putting up with disadvan-
tages and inconvenience. Tt is no pleasure
trip for those who go on strike, but the
cost of eommodities keep soaring and there
is no attempt being made to regulate the
prices. T believe the hon. members sitting
behind the Govertment would like to do
gomething, but the Government themselves
have not seriously gripped the position. T
am glad that the Premiei is taking advan-
tage of my offer. T will take him next week-
end to my electorate and I ‘will show him
budgets of domestic expenditure which have
been kept for the last two yeqrs, quarter
against «quarter, and 1 venture to say that a
fair-minded man like the Premier will he
convinged that it is impossible to live and to
bring up children and put clothing on their
hacks on the money those people are getting.
"Wages have gome up by leaps and bounds,
but that i3 no_  indication of prosperity
amongst the working classes. 1 was struck
the other day by the pleading which was
pat up by the ‘* West Anstralian’’ on behalf
o the Government, and T had a talk with the
pentleman who was responsible for that pro-
doetion, [ was struck- by the fact that
the Minister for Mines was left out of the
group. In an appeal to 400 or 500 delegates
asgembled at the Farmers and Settlers’ Con-
ference the ‘*West Australian’’ asked where
wonld it be possible to get four men to eqnal
Mitchell, George, Colebateh, and Draper.
They left out the most mentally alert of the
whole group, but whether they had reason for
doing that T do not know.

Hon., P. Collier: That i$ not saying much.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It may not be, but 1
venture to think if they start bestowing praise
on cne and depreciating another, that policy
will have a kind of boomerang effect. 1
regret that the member for Perth is leaving
this Parliament. - We will miss his cultured
lecturettes from time to time. We shall. alse
miss his imposing form from this House and
his efforts to chastise Ministers over their
derelictions. The other evening; however,
the hon. member got a little off the rails.
T am not going to follow him, because some
of the guotations he used regarding the in-
dustrial system in Ameriea will not stand

_prohing, Anyone reading the industrial posi-
tion of America to-day will be convinced that
the member for Perth was not on the right
track. [ do not wish to keep this discus-

- sion any longer. T only desire to say that
I compliment the Minister for Works on the
activity he is showing in regard to the push-

-glow doctrine is here.
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ing on of State enterprises. [f the thing is
right, it is proper that it should be pushed
on ahead, He has established a big yard at
Vietoria Park and be claims that he will
have a cdouple of hundred men employed
there at no distant date. I do not know, how-
ever, what is holding him up at the present
time, Ts it because there is a shortage of
money$ When the hon. gentleman took over
the mill there was a certain output and he
asked the men -there to continue to give him
a fair deal, and T heard him say in front of
a dozen members of this House that the re-
sults had exceeded his expectations,

The Minister for Works: They are giving
me a fair deal,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: There has been an in-
creased output and I think that is gemerally
applicable to the whole of Western Australia.
I do not think that the ca-canny or the go-
We know, of course,
that there are vnserupulous men in the world
and they have even been known to geft on the
Treasury Bench,-but we have to take them
by and large, There are other members who
desire to gpeak, and the sooner I give themn
a chance, the better they will be pleased. I
only desire to point out that in the disens-.
sion so far, Ministers are not likely to fake
any notice of the observations of members.
We cannot do any good until we get to the
Estimates. We can then debate items and
move for their reduction if necessary, but on-
the Address-in-reply we can wander over the
whole face of the continent without any re-
sult, Members have travelled over the SBouth-
West and North-West, the Bast and over
every locality and have dealt with a wide
range of subjeets. The member for Piibara
last night spoke for abeut two hours and in
that period covered a lot of ground. He
geemed to ridicile the efforts of astatesman-
ship that have been punt forward by the Gov-
ernment and by members on this side of the
House.  Everything had gone wreng. THe
declared .that the milk ¢of human kindness
had gone sour, I do not know whether le
has been drinking milk himself lately or not.
The position is this, that when dealing last
night with the defeets of. party polities he
declared that party polities were all wrong.
There was a time when party politics were all
right with the hon. member. The hon. mem-
ber was gpeaking from a splendid isolation.
He joinmed all parties but was an acquisition
to none. He is not in any Government to-
day. I do not know why. Perhaps that has
done a good deal to sour him. He speaks a
lot of common sense and logic at times, but
last might he was a creature of environment,
He is ome of those men who puts écountry
before party. He joined the Nationalist
Government and got a job as a Minister.
To-day he is like a lonely pelican sitting on
a lighthouse in the middle of a desert. He
is prepared to prevent otfhers carrying into
effect a policy that may have some progres-
sive features about it. I hope the Govern-
ment with the few months of life they have
before them—it will be only a few months
before the wrath of the electors will overtake
them—— .- :
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My, Pickering: ©Oh, no.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The hon. memher must
not forget that he only sc¢rapéd in by two
votes.

Mr. Pickering: Four.
< Mr: O'LOGHLEN: And those two voters
have now left the district. The district left
them so impoverished that they had to get
out, and the hon. member now, like every
othér member, will scrateh gravel for his
political exigtence and put up a fight. Bot
before that fight takes place I hope the Gov-
crnment Whip will get busy and urge Minis-
ters to Ao something. T hope he will give
‘them some idea as to how to improve condi-
tions so that people will not be prepared to
vend them to. picees when the time comes.

Mr. Hardwick: T will give you my ideas
from the front bench,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Then it will not be a
bench in Parliament House. 'The Govern-
ment will go’ before their electors with a
- barren record. One of the most brilliant
men was madé to walk the plank., He was
put out’ of existence by the Lefroy Govern-
ment who were succesded by the Mitchell-
Colebateh Government, and 24 hours later
by the  Mitehell Government. With all these
Governments the people have not had the
goods delivered. The deficit 'has not been
reduced, the trading conmcerns have not been
scrapped. The promises were not made by
“Mr. ~Mitchell becavnse he did not go to the
hustings. It was 8ir Henry Lefroy who
made the -promises on hehalf of the National
party, which promises have not been re-
deemed. I ouly hope we will have a change
next year, No changa ean be.for the worse.
It eertainly must be for the better. T will
conclude by quoting a few lines from Ella
Wheeler Wilcox.

‘The Premier; Why gquote a lady?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: She wag the finest
lady God ever put jnto this world. Bhe is
- dead now. She wrote—

- Then we’ll sce no children’s faces at

- the spindle or the loom;

They’ll be ont in sunny places where tne
other gweet things bloom.,

God will purify the alleys;
the white slaves free,

And they’Il own the hilig and valleys n
. the government to be,

He will set

On wmotiow by Mr. Maley debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.27 P
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Bulk handling, costs TR §
Bills: Friendly Societies Act Amendmenh ln .. 503
Rotétnest Teland, 1k, . ]
Address.in.reply, elght.h day e~ 805

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—SITATE STFAMSH]’P
““BAMBRA. !

Hon. A, H. PANTON agked the Minister
for Edueation: 1. Has his attention been.
dvawn to the report in the Fremantle
‘‘Herald’’ of '20th August, as to thé com-
dition of the s.s. ‘‘Bambra’’? 2, Will le
infofm the House how much truth (1f any)
there is iil the report?

The MINISTER FOR EDUGATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The article in question
is a great exaggeratwn of the facts of the
case, The s.s.  ‘““Bambra’s’’ steering gear
has given trouble on one oOr two ocea-
sions, as has bhappened to many a hetter ship,
and on the other hand the gear has run
for months without failing. The gear is not
uvmique in any way and 13 perfectly under-
stood by the engineers of the steamer. In
the event of failure of .the .steering gear
from the bridge there is ample provision
waile for the safety of the vessel by the
auxiliary steam steering gear, in addition to
the hand steering gear. There is no doubt
as to the seaworthiness of the vessel.

QUESTION— BULK HANDLING,
. COSTS. .

Hon. H. STEWART asked the Honorary
Minister: In order to provide a wheat
storage or bulk handling scheme suitable for
this State, can he give the following infor-
mation:—1, What was the eatxmated cost of
constluctmn per bushel capacity in 1918 for
the silos built of reinforced conerete and
Western Australian hardward reapéctively?
2, What would be the cost of these respec-
tively at the present time¥ 3, What would
be the cost of the machmery l’equ!sute for
the different types of gilos mentioned in (1)
respectively, and what would he the cost -ab
the present time?

The HONQORARY \ILNISTEB replied :
1, Tt was estimated, in 1918, that approxi-
mate]y terminal silo at Frema.ntle, built of
reinforced concrete, wonld cost, with ma-
chinery; 4s. per bushel, 'Construetion in tim-

bher for this installation was not considered.

Estimated approximate cost of country silo,
in timber, 1s. 8d. per bushel, and in rein-
forced concrete 23, Gd. per bushel. 2, These



